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Surrey Hills

BAPTIST CHURCH
“The Lord’s Prayer — A Model Prayer”
Dr. Wendell Lang

In the life of our fellowship, this is the Year Bfayer. Last year in our fellowship was the Ydahe Bible. We
began by reading the Bible all of the way throumyid many took the challenge to read the Bible tindast
year. This year, the Year of Prayer, we had a@#-prayer vigil in which we asked you to sign op éne-hour
prayer slots. Many of you shared with me how Gledded you, and you realized that you could agtyadly for
an hour. This week, next week, and the followireely we will continue to talk about prayer. If yaill
remember, last year | preached through the Oldafeett, the major highlights of the Old Testamdntabout 3
weeks | am going to begin a series concerning &mm&n on the Mount. We are going to go verse byeje
word by word, and allow our fingers to do the watkthrough the pages of life in what I think is treatest
sermon ever preached. We are really gearing upréyer.

I remember very well not having grown up in thercu The first real time | heard the Lord’s prayers at a
baseball field, and we were about to play a bakghate. The coach had gotten everyone togethdheamsked
someone to pray. We started praying the Lord'ydétreogether. Toward the end, the emphasis stgrteaing,
and the energy started going that by the time #meled the prayer everyone was excited and regolpyd How
many of you grew up in a tradition where you qudteslLord’s Prayer in every worship service? Wegoing
to talk about that and about the significance &ednteaning of the Lord’s Prayer. | find it intdneg that the
Bible tells us in 1 Thessalonians 5:17 that wetaferay without ceasing, in everything give thankss;, this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”

The context of our passage today is that Jesugisiagiven the scribes and Pharisees a what fausecthey
were praying vain repetitions. They were prayimg $ame thing over and over and over again. Ifggto the
Wailing Wall in Jerusalem today, you will see peopho are going through some kind of mantra. Tdrey
rocking back and forth and they are putting thg$are on the wall or they will put pieces of stuge on their
heads or their arms called “phylacteries.” | thihis is really what Jesus is talking about whershklgs, “Don’t
pray these vain repetitions.” | don’t think at#@at He is saying, “Don’t make the same prayeuestover and
over again.”

Last week we started this series concerning the delgrayer, and we talked about the method anduinetion
and the power of prayer. Today, we are goingltoahout practicing the model prayer.

Matthew 6:9,'Therefore, you should pray like this:

Our Father in heaven,
Your name be honored as holy.



1%y our kingdom come.

Your will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

! Give us today our daily bread.

12 And forgive us our debts,

as we also have forgiven our debtors.

3 And do not bring us into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one.

For Yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.”

| contend that this passage may be one of the fawsliar yet most difficult, perhaps most abuseasgages in
the Bible. You might find it interesting that nogrie in the Bible are we commanded or instructqatay this
prayer. Itis listed one other time in Luke 11,endthe disciples at that time said, “Lord, teastaupray.” It is
significant. The disciples didn’t say, “Teach agteach.” They didn’t say, “Teach us to admiitr’ They
didn't say even, “Teach us to evangelize.” Theigies knew that this was one thing that doesmhematural.
Of all the spiritual disciplines mentioned in ther@on on the Mount, perhaps getting alone and pgagithe
hardest thing for me. But Jesus’ disciples sal@dth us to pray.” So, therefore, everything wedne know
about prayer is given in this model. Really tlsisriore accurately described as not the Lord’s Pragehaps the
Model Prayer, definitely the Disciples’ Prayer.

Let's see what the Bible has to say to us concgrthia direction of our praying. Notice again imsge9 as we
see this direction of prayefTherefore, you should pray like this: Our FatherWe are going to stop right there
because that tells us who we are to pray to—Ourdfatl did some reading this week. | was amazethn’t
know if | believe this, but someone put out a syiat said that the average father spends 8 secmiely with
his children and 20 minutes partially with his dnén. Some of you might not have a real good fathage. It

is difficult for me. | wasn’t raised with a fathigrour home. There were some other guys that imesiad out,

but I have had to learn that | can’t take the iminge | have of an earthly father and project tbahe Heavenly
Father because the Heavenly Father is with us 2a(.Father is who we pray to.

To call someone “father” means one of two thintjsneans either you were born into the family, ouyave
been adopted into the family. Either way you cayy 8Our Father.” If you haven't, you need to cotndghat
place in your life that you say, “Jesus, | surrendg all. | give my life to You. | want You to bay Lord and
my Savior.” Then you can say, “Father.”

It also speaks of the community of faith. Notibe tvord “Our.” If you look historically, particully in the
context of the word, God typically works throughmaaunity. We believe in a personal relationshiphwigsus
Christ, but God typically works with community. dloat the children of Israel—community. Look at #sarly
church community. For us to be able to say “owe”are saying collectively (those who are partefliousehold
of faith) we are praying to “Our Father.”

The next question under this direction of prayef\Wghere do we pray to?” Notice what the Bible hasay,

“Our Father in heaven.” Right now the Bible says Jesus is at the rightlhaf the Father making intercession for
us. So we pray to the Father through the Son gridebSpirit. We make our direction to the Fatinareaven.
Just imagine that for a minute. Think about it—8wvereign of the universe. You are able to corwéh
Almighty God. Aren’t you glad it is not the manatgirs? Aren’t you glad that when we come befbheeRather
that it is a reverence; it is holy. You don't praith your feet up on the desk and slouched batiat is why
someone might raise their hands in surrender—tp“Bayher, | submit myself to You.”



How do we pray? Notice the last part of vers&®ur name be honored as holyI’have said this several times,
but I wasn’t raised in the church. | used to hbay, and they would say, “Hallowed be Thy namkthought

they were saying, “Hollow wood.” | just didn’t gt Then after | figured out they were saying Itbaed,” |

still didn’t know what that meant. So let’s talkaut it. “Hallow” means to honor. It means to aptrt. It

means to reverence as holy. So when you pray, Fatirer in Heaven holy/hallowed/honored be Your@&am
We are getting pretty clear instruction here conicey this whole idea of “hallowed.”

Let's look at the next word Our Father in heaven, Your name be honored as’hdlyhought of sharing with
you about all the Old Testament names of God. Wswabout Jehovah Jireh (Our Provider) and JehBagdha
(Our Healer). There are all of these Old Testamantes. As | began to consider, the Bible saylileae is
only one name by which we can know salvation, &adlis at the name of Jesus. Every knee will lzowl, every
tongue will confess. Therefore, that is why weygraJesus’ name. It is not some kind of a tackking that we
say at the end of the prayer to wrap it up. Wesaggng, “In the authority of Jesus Christ.” Tlogsture says
the name of Jesus should be honored as holy. e gys clearly in 1 Timothy 2:5 that we have orediator
to the Father, and that is Jesus Christ.

| told Gary’s class earlier that as one of my Negal's things, I'm starting to Tweet this year. lan Twitter,
and if you are you can follow me. | wrote somdfdast night about prayer. Last night | wrote, &don’t pray
to change God, but we pray to change us.” | thiak really sums up what we are about.

The last question concerning the direction of aayer is, “What do we pray?” There are two thindotice the
first one: “Your kingdom come.”What does that mean? The word ‘kingdom’ meaume.r It is the righteous
rule of God in the heart of an individual. Thanhsttutes the kingdom of God. And so when you pyay start
with praise. Then we say the righteous rule of @dthe heart of an individual be done. It is jastonderful
lesson for us to understand concerning how we pray.

When we pray;Your kingdom come,we are saying that we are anticipating Jesus apiyéick. | think the old
timers had something on us in this regard. Wetdme'ach enough about the sweet bye and bye. @ gebe
so caught up in the ugly here and now. | wanbusderstand that when we are sayiiYgqyur kingdom come,”
it is the idea of the kingdom of God on earth, thetre is going to be a day when He is going to apped He is
going to bring us to Himself, and then we will ta#ly enter into the presence of the kingdom of God

It is also a personal request. Notice that it dasssay, “My kingdom.” You can'’t say, “My will bdone.” You
have to say, “Your will be done.” There are soraegle who are into commanding God to do certamgshi
That is not what this is saying. This is sayirgir,' Your will.” I'm not speaking something inteing. I'm not
making something that isn’'t. We want to get on pige. We are not trying to get Him on our pa§emething
very different, and it is a very personal requétat is why Matthew 6:33 say®8ut seek first the kingdom of
God and His righteousness, and all these thinglsbeibrovided for you.”

One of our friends for a few years now came to ki@iwist as her Savior on Friday. We have beendaiamp
over her getting saved. When we s&jgur kingdom come,iwhat we are really saying is, “Lord, would you
bring those under my sphere of influence to a gspkimowledge of who You are?” God does all of trerky
God does all the glory. The Holy Spirit does la# talling, but God often chooses us to be theuibbg which
we communicate that powerful gospel.

Verses 11-13 will talk about the petition of ouayer. Notice in verse 11Give us today our daily bread.”
Initially, we pray for our physical needs. Heremat | think is very cool about this. When Godeatseour
physical need, it is an opportunity to give glonyGod because the Bible sajishave never seen the righteous
forsaken or their children begging breadPsalm 37:25) The Bible say&o0d will supply all your needs



according to His riches in glory in Christ JesugPhilippians 4:19) When we have our physical se®dt, it is
an opportunity to give glory to the Father whondeaven. Bread—that has to do with our daily jsion.

| learned something this week. | like it whendrie something new. This model prayer sa@yé ustoday our
daily bread.” Isn't that interesting? Don’t we worry about fiiure, about tomorrow, about next week, and if
there is going to be more month at the end of theay? But this prayer say<zive us today.” For me this was
revelatory this week because | think we spend sthnime saying, “God, | don’t know what the futimalds.”
But we already know who holds the future. Heresee, Give us today.”

He gives us our physical needs, but He also gisgbheiopportunity to pray for spiritual needs. iboterse 12,
“And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgoterdebtors.” We have gone through the physical (our daily
bread) to the spiritual—the whole idea of forgivesnie A debt is something owed that must be paid.bbiere
are a few examples: sin is a debt that we owsp#ss, short comings, resentments. These alergstthat we
owe God for because we have broken His royal lalave the old statement: “The greater the sai,greater
the sense of sin and the awareness of sin withivie’ begin by forgiving ourselves. The greatesiessiost
people have is forgiving themselves. | want t@adiestate that it does not matter how bad you Heeen, God
says,'Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy ladamd | will give you rest.”(Matthew 11:28) Some of
you may be carrying a load of guilt about a decisiou made when you were a teenager. If it is utigeblood,
leave it under the blood. | believe it is a sirrad about something God has already forgivene Bible says it
is cast,‘As far as the east is from the wes{Psalm 103:12) You come up to God and say, “Reneerhasked
forgiveness, but | am coming to you and askingdogiveness again.” God doesn’t know what we’tkiitey
about when we do that. We must forgive ourselves.

Also, we must forgive others. If you have not llag opportunity to need to forgive someone, yoneold
enough. People will disappoint you. | will disapmt you. There is only one person who won't digaipt you
when you get to know Him better, and His name ssi9e We get all caught up when some pastor Has fai
someone has broken your heart or hurt your feelifige Bible says that we need to be forgivingtbkos. An
unforgiving spirit will totally destroy one’s prayéfe. If you are unable to forgive, then you a@ going to be
able to pray. Society exalts vengeance. It i tioht in some football games coaches have putiathout on
another player. They will actually pay guys extraney to whack someone and get them out of the gétnie
true. They do it because the player has done $omget Society flaunts this idea of revenge. bt @hrist-like?
It's really not. Hebrews 12:15 says that what leaqgowhen we are unable to forgive is that we aequirat the
Bible calls the defilingroot of bitterness.” You get bitter, and you are unable to be progador the Lord
because you're bitter. If you are harboring a fdtitterness, don’t be surprised that people deant to be
around you. People don't like that. It is goingdtally stunt your ability to be productive fdret Lord when you
have this defiling root of bitterness. It takesgigyal surgery sometimes for God to cut that duduar lives.
You're never more like God than when you are fargiv What did Jesus say on the cross? What wisréakt
words? “Father, forgive them because they do not know whey are doing.” (Luke 23:34) We live in such a
myopic, selfish world. Are you surprised that tbst world is not nice to you? They are lost. yhen't have
the love of Christ in them. Don't expect good tfsrto come out of a lost man. It is just simply going to
happen.

It is only reasonable to forgive others if you h&meen forgiven yourself. Failure to do so is tleult results in
bitterness, resentment, loss of fellowship. Jain&3 says;Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted b
God.” God doesn’t tempt us. God tries us to make ttehdut the enemy tempts us to make us bitter.

We want to be delivered from temptation. 1 Coiigrtls 10:13 say$No temptation has overtaken you except
such as is common to man; but God is faithful, whionot allow you to be tempted beyond what yoei alole,



but with the temptation will also make the waysufage.” In other words, it is saying that there is nopation
you have where you are the only one. You migimkilyiou are the only one. Not really. And God pilbvide a
way of escape to that. How did they overcome tteargy/? Revelation 12:11 say$hey conquered him

by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of thestitnony, for they did not love their lives in taee of death.”
We can indeed overcome.

We have looked at the direction of prayer. We Hawvked at the petition of prayer. In verse 1&aht to talk
about the circumference of prayerArid do not bring us into temptation, but deliveifnesn the evil one.”As |
said, God doesn’t tempt us. What this model prasy/saying is, “Allow us not to fall prey to themeter.” Verse
13 continues, For Yours is the kingdom and the power and theyglorever.” The circumference of prayer is
the sovereignty of God. God is not taken by segwhen something happens to you. After all, Hedd and
we are not. The sovereignty of God allows us tolsew far the circle of prayer goes. Furthermbveant you to
see that there is a tremendous power in prayes.démonstrated in one’s life when they will adifuaxercise
the discipline of prayer.

I want to close by sharing with you a verse of#arie that really typifies everything that we ab®at. There is
a passage in John that sdys)d whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that vdb, that the Father may be
glorified in the Son.”(John 14:13) That is the circumference of pralgat the Father may be glorified. When
you are praying for your lost relative, it is satithe Father may be glorified. When you are prgjor your
financial plight, it is that the Father may be ¢fied. When you are praying for an occupationtalaion, it is
that the Father may be glorified. When you argipgafor a family situation, it is that the Fathraay be
glorified. It is all that the Father may be glad.

Here is how we pray the ACTS paradigm. We startnth Adoration. “Father, | adore You. | lay rife
before You.” The “C” is for Confession. Confegsimeans we agree with God about our sin. We atelliitg
Him anything He doesn’t know. We are agreeing @dtid that we have missed the mark. The “T” is for
Thanksgiving.“In every thing give thanks: for this is the will God in Christ Jesus concerning yoI'
Thessalonians 5:18) The “S” is for Supplicati®@upplication is really a petition. We often siaut by saying,
“Give me, give me, give me.” But according to théTS paradigm, that is the fourth thing we do.

Here is what | gathered from this prayer: | carssy, “Our,” if | live only for myself. | cannoiy, “Father,” if |
do not endeavor to act like His child. | cannagt, $&Vho art in heaven,” if | am not laying up treass in heaven.
| cannot say, “Hallowed be Thy name,” if | am ntitvéng for holiness in my life. | cannot say, “¥lkingdom
come,” if I do not hasten to the wonderful evenHad presence. | cannot say, “Thy will be dong&)’am
disobedient to His word. | cannot say, “In eadhtas in heaven,” if | will not serve Him in theere and now. |
cannot say, “Give us this day our daily bread|’afn dishonest in my gain. | cannot say, “Forgigeour debts,”
if I harbor a grudge against anyone. | cannot 4agad us not into temptation,” if | deliberatelutomyself in the
path of temptation. | cannot say, “Deliver us frewil,” if | do not equip myself with the armor &od. | cannot
say, “Thine is the kingdom,” if | do not live inyalty to the King of Kings and to the Lord of Lordscannot
attribute to Him power if | fear what men may dall our prayer is that the Father may be glorified.



