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Take your Bible and turn to Numbers 21. Today veel@oking at a message entitled “Snakes on the.Pl# is
a significant message in the life of the Old Tesatisraelites as it points to Jesus. Things dalways turn out
the way we would expect them to, and thus is tise éar the children of Israel. God had delivetesht from the
Egyptians. They were supposed to go on a tripghatild have been about an 18 month to a 2-ygrictri
Kadesh-Barna. Instead, it ended up taking thelye4ds. In our text today, we are going to see Whppens
when God provides for a group of people and thepime impatient.

Numbers 21:4, Then they set out from Mount Hor by way of the ealto bypass the land of Edom, but the
people became impatient.Let’s just stop right there. Do any of your Riblhave the word “murmured” or
“murmuring”? It is the same word there. We aringdo see what that word really means. We wiledeord
study on that. But the people became impatierdlise of the journey. VerseShe people spoke against God
and Moses: "Why have you led us up from Egypteaardihe wilderness? There is no bread or wated ae
detest this wretched food!'’et me just say there parenthetically—you shawgder complain about the food your
mother makes for you. Now notice the next vefsben the LORD sent poisonous snakes among thdgeop
and they bit them so that many Israelites diethe people then came to Moses and said, "We lavedsby
speaking against the LORD and against you. Intexaeith the LORD so that He will take the snakesyafnam
us." And Moses interceded for the peopi@hen the LORD said to Moses, "Make a snake [imagd]mount it

on a pole. When anyone who is bitten looks atitwhi recover.® So Moses made a bronze snake and mounted it
on a pole. Whenever someone was bitten, and hedattkhe bronze snake, he recovered.”

Today we are looking at this message entitled “8sain the Plain.” The story is just kind of cle&tere the
children of Israel found themselves going aroundiicles on what should have been an 18 month g up
being a 40-year trek. Really, what happened iswvthey were murmuring and when they were complginin
they were telling a lie because God had providedrttally sufficient meal for them. Maybe in Bitdtudy in the
past, you have studied about manna. God had mdvVa the needs of the children of Israel goirguad in
circles for 40 years with this sustenance calledmaa Let’s be real—anything in abundance getsla bit old.

| can understand the fact that these folks weréngetiired of God providing the same old thing. na was a
very interesting thing. It was a bread, essentidll would come down, and the women would goiouhe
morning, and they would collect enough bread, ehougnna, for the day. You remember the storyhd§f took
too much manna, it would turn into worms. It woglet sour. It would be polluted. So they coultyaret
enough for the day except on Fridays and thenc¢beid get enough for the Sabbath day; they couldvge days
worth. | don’t know how many ways you can make na&anYou can bake it. You can broil it. You caot it.
Ba-manna bread. |don’t know. Manna bagels. Mdmmrgers. How many ways can you do manna? Dad
comes home and says, “What'’s for dinner tonigh¥®inna. Same ole, same ole. | getit. They wetténg
tired of this, but understand the deal. They vggri@g around in circles because they had disobeyatithey



hadn’t gone into the Promised Land like God hadrised them—a land flowing with milk and honey where
they would have had all they wanted and all theylddnave ever needed. What they were getting eafyr
what they deserved.

I just want you to see in these first few versesggs 4 and 5) that there was willful sin. Thedlesfknew what
they were getting into. This manna had been pea/idr them. It was angel food that God was piiogdor
them. In verse 4, you will see exactly what hagp&hen they had gone out and they became “impéaiiettie
journey. That is the word “murmuring.” Now | halsecome intrigued by this word. | looked it up on
Wikipedia, and it is “to complain” literally, buhé dictionary says it has to do with complainingiwhispering
way. Here is the literal definition: “It is a lowndistinct, continuous sound.” It is a whispeceanplaint. There
is a lot in the Bible about how dangerous it re@lyo throw spears at God’s elect. | want totb@ight up with
you, not because I'm the Pastor, but you need t@bgcareful about criticizing God'’s elect. Tlatvhy | don’t
talk a lot about other ministers and things eveg | don’'t agree with some of them and some @if @émntics
because | don't really know who the favor of Godjntibe on. | don’t want to be guilty of throwingears
against God'’s elect nor do you. It is a very agithing. In fact, this word “murmuring” is so grs that in
Acts 6, that is the one thing that caused sucthisscor such a division among these Hellenistidhese
Grecian folks that they were not getting their ylaikeds met. It caused for a whole office to ligedhin the
church, which we call the “deacon.” | mean, if yeally get back to it, the whole role of the deatoto squelch
murmuring. It is to meet needs, and that is whdeleeve the deacons were in Acts 6. It is a @emjous thing,
and | want to be very clear to our folks. It isaaoeptable in our fellowship—this kind of murmuriawgd this
kind of behavior. It is very serious. We deshre favor of God. Amen? We are not going to gagbaup into
something where we want God to turn His face frem luwant you to know right up front. Here is hgau deal
with it. If someone starts doing that to you, yay, “I'm sorry. | can’t hear that.” But a bettemg is if
someone has an issue with someone else, theymgeda that person. It is Matthew 18.

Here we see these children of Israel. They defiegprophet of God after they denied the power@d.GNotice
in verse 5. | think it is interestingThe people spoke against God and Mosel"other words, “God, you are
not providing our needs. God, you brought us eué hwith nothing to eat and with nothing to drink&hd then,
they spoke against Moses—the one who had delivbesd, God's instrument that God had used to detivem
out of captivity from those Egyptians where theyevin slavery into freedom, and now they found thelves
complaining and griping and gossiping. Can | bedsb with you? This is very serious stuff. Alchese some
people chose to complain. They denied the pow&adf, that God would do what He said He would do.
Secondly, they also defied the prophet of God.y\serious here, speaking against the man of God.

Notice in verse 6. | think they deserved the pumisnt from God as well‘Then the LORD sent poisonous
shakes among the people, and they bit them saorthiay Israelites died.”Did | tell you this is serious stuff?
You may say, “Wow! No, no God wouldn't do thatodsis a loving God.” Absolutely! God is also ad=af
justice and a God of judgment at times. As parefds/ou love your children enough to disciplinerthto keep
them away from very dangerous practices? Sometiiisegpline is painful. It is the truth. It is sdiutely the
truth. Here we see that in my mind they deserkiedudgment of God. Well, what does Romans 6:23 sa
“For the wages of sin is death.’You get what you deserve. The punishment hguesigeally interesting, this
whole thing about the snakes. I'm in verséTtien the LORD sent poisonous shakes among thdeeomd they
bit them.” | don't like snakes. Biblically, the idea of aade is a reference to sin. It even sounds kirgirdl,
this hissing snake. Here we see, | think theyaateally deserving what they get.

They had willful sin, but we are going to transitim verse 7 where | want you to see, hallelujaipaderful
salvation. Look in verse 7The people then came to Moses and said, "We haved.” Write down the word
“confession.” It is to say the same thing. ltdsagree with God. God got their attention. Hoanmtimes,



church, does it take for us to have to get throwmwuar back before God can get our attention? Hawytimes
does God have to burn your barley field to get yaitention? Sometimes to take away that whiclasipus and
meaningful and significant to get your attentidrhat is what happened. This is a good word abonifession
because they were specifidVe have sinned by speaking against the LORD aathagyou.” Confession is
within the realm of the offended, confession isvede as the sin, and confession is specific.

Now notice what they are asking. These folks aking Moses to enter into a relationship, a pryestl
relationship, called that of being an “intercessdris a beautiful picture of what they are agkidoses to do.
"We have sinned by speaking against the LORD anthaigyou. Intercede with the LORD so that He taitle

the snakes away from uslt'is this great picture of what a leader oughibé in the home, what a leader ought to
be in the business world, and what a leader oaghétin a church. The leader becomes one whaedes on
behalf of the people to God. That is the prophetie that you see right there. Here itis, vdeac, in verse 7B.
Moses entered into the priestly role of being aertessor, of praying on behalf of another. Andh®

wonderful salvation.

| want to share with you a couple of things. Fafsall, it is wonderfully symbolic. Isn’t it intesting, this
remedy? Notice in verse 8 when it says then thrd kaid to Moses, “Okay. Here is the remedy.is Ktrange.

It does not make a lot of sense to us on the seuféte says this in verse‘8Jake a snake [image] and mount it
on a pole.” Let’s just stop here for a second. Have you ax@rdered why God said to Moses, “Take a shake
and put the snake on the pole so that everybodydbles at the snake is going to live if they hveen bitten.”
Doesn’t that seem upside down a little bit? Digtare think that perhaps he could have put a lamihen to
look at and get saved or be healed? Could anyunlethat he could have put up some luscious fouitilk

about the bounty of who God is and what God wamtotin your life? Isn’'t there anything that Gamltd have
put up there other than a hissing snake? It saatiful, symbolic picture of the cross. And isib'great that this
entire Old Testament points us forward to the crésw you see, when our Lord was on the crossydsetaking
all sin—past, present, and future—and He was standithe gap and He represented sin. As a nftfect,
take your Bible. We are going to take time to tirthis. Turn to John 3:14]Just as Moses lifted up the snake
in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be liffgd® so that everyone who believes in Him will havenetie
life.” Do you see the picture? Do you see the symb@lidesus on the cross, though He had never sitheed,
Bible says;For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin forthat we might become the righteousness of God
in Him.” (2 Corinthians 5:21) Jesus became sin for uslmt\We had accomplished on the cross.

John 3:14 is right next to the most known versin@Bible,“For God so loved the world that He gave His one
and only Son, that whoever believes in Higgu could put out in the margin of your Bible “ksoto Him"—
looking to Jesus—that is what it is referencingéhshall not perish but have eternal life.¥What a picturesque
thing for us to see how symbolic it was.

It was not only symbolic; it was also sufficierll they needed to really do was to look. In Hefsel2:2,
“keeping our eyes on Jesus, the source and perfettaur faith, who for the joy that lay before Hendured a
cross and despised the shame, and has sat dowe aght hand of God's throne.What is he saying that we
should do? Look to Jesus, the one who was liffedTthis Old Testament picture of getting this shakd
putting him on a pole that everyone who had betarbby these poisonous vipers might look to thekerand
live is a picture, it is a foretaste, it is a shadit is an emblem, it is a token of what happehgmwe look to the
cross of Jesus and live—because we have been byttére sin snake. We have all had this toxingn The only
way that we are ever going to live is by lookinglesus. That is the gospel. That is what Gogr@asded for
us.

Furthermore, it is not only symbolic and sufficielmtit notice how simple it was as well. | want youook. He



didn't say, “I want you to make an offering to thisazen serpent on the pole.” He didn’t say, “htwou to bow
down and to this.” He didn't say, “l want you it dut any card.” He didn’t say, “| want you t@dghrough any
kind of ritual.” He said, “I want you to look thé serpent on the pole representing sin,” whichpgture of
Christ on the cross. Salvation is much more sirtipde we make it. Can we have some family talleheyhen
the Lord allowed us to come home, to come to alsmelhurch, | really felt like God was giving meadher
chance—to start over. I'm going to be very reaftda today. | don't want to do things just becatissy have
always been done. | don’t want to do things jestanse someone did it however many years agontlwgaas a
church, to be about what Jesus would have us &bbet and not to be shackled and not to be boudichainto be
snhared by history and by tradition. It's not légial, is my point. It is about looking to Jesusis Inot about
living up to someone else’s mores or what anyoimks$hwe need to do. It is a matter of lookingesus. Look
to Jesus. That is what God has called us to daabd about. | just find that to be very refreshi

Back to our text in Numbers 21. |find it inteiagtthat these folks repented after they had b&&mtby sin, by
the serpent, by the poison viper. The truth iené@nce and proper behavior sometimes only coredghr
strong discipline. It would be better if we didg through hard times, but sometimes we would neve
experience the redemptive quality of our Lord iésithing were just easy.

Did anyone receive an invitation to the Royal Wed@i It is very significant around the world, thikole idea of
who was being invited to the wedding and who wasfitie Bible talks in Matthew 22 about a king whasw
preparing for a wedding. This king had put togetikeof this ornate wedding production, and altleése people
that the king invited started giving lame excudasut not being able to come to the wedding fe&stwhat did
they do? The king said, “OK. In that case, | wgmi to go out into the highways and the bywaysthed
hedges, and what | really want you to do is juskeniaa y’'all come.” It is just everybody. Evendy, we want
you to come in to the wedding feast. Well, itisazing the result that took place. The weddingwas cram
packed full with people that wanted to be therbatT| think, is significant. The book of Revetatitalks about a
marriage supper of the Lamb, and everyone whoirgggo be at that marriage supper are those whmacérist.

Now, I've got some awesome news for our churchytodaeally do. This really stokes me. As a rsiar of the
gospel, as a member of the royal priesthood o&bets, according to scripture, | stand here todaygive you a
royal invitation to a wedding. 1 invite you todaythe wedding feast of our Lord Jesus Christ. Bilde says,
“For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord bé saved."(Romans 10:13) Whosoever looks to Jesus can
come and can dine and can be a part of this. é&cetd question today is this: Will you RSVP todayou might
not know what that really means. That means ybud&now whether you are coming or whether yowunate It
is not just, “Well, I'm not going, so I'll deep sikis.” No. That is really not what an RSVP meaAsi RSVP
means, “Yes, | am attending/No, I’'m not attendingVe are all called today to RSVP to Jesus. Yaghtrbe
here for any number of reasons, but the truth @htlatter is that you never really have looked suge It is
simple as looking, but when you look the naturalteis you are going to realize Jesus is the lobrgbur life as
well. Today, will you look to Jesus? Will you eeee Him into your life, and then will you be hedlieom the
poisonous vipers of this world that you might live?



