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[Paul] was on a trip, and on this trip he was gdmbe persecuting people. It seemed that he walsi®road
that would subsequently become somewhat famouswyadegoing to encounter some people of this grallpat
“Real Christianity.” The only problem is that whiea was on this road to persecute these people“Real
Christianity,” he met the CEO of “Real Christianitfhe CEO said, “Saul, why are you fighting agaime? |
want you to join me. In fact, | want you to heggdaunew branch for me called ‘IMG.” ‘IMG’ standsr fthe fact
that we want toritegrate in a Mésionary way the éntiles.” Well, you know the story. Saul becarna@lPand
the great mystery that we’re going to talk abodgfpis how God is going to bring the Gentiles bgogrthrough
faith to the same saving knowledge of those Hedmaden in years gone by.

Take your Bible if you would and turn to Ephesiahapter one. What a great start to the day. Wkihat Doug
said that we’re a little bit down, and | supposeare compared to what we have been. But, heyighidigger
crowd than we used to have. Amen? Even on adplidy. | want to share with you how pumped weadn@ut
our new Sunday School class we started this morridg had about 16 people in the new class, andaPanh
are meeting with a group of folks who have heretfwt really been in Sunday School, or as we aigggo be
calling it “Bible Fellowships.” So if you'll joirus, and if you are not currently in a Bible Felltwpsor Sunday
School class, we would love to have you at 9:15 neek.

Now, we are doing something kind of unusual. Wedwing something that | don’t know that anyone és
doing. I'm not saying on the face of the world{ Bon saying that | don’t know of another churctatin Sunday
School is having everyone from children throughlsddoing our Sunday School curriculum, “Explore th
Bible,” which is in Ephesians this year. And tH&n going to be preaching verse by verse throughesgans. |
sat in a Sunday School class today, and | thodghaw, they are taking all my good stuff.” | dortiave
anything for the sermon.

We are going to get so deep into Ephesians tharevgoing to understand the nuances of what Godryiag to
say in what some would call a “circular letter.’av¢ you ever heard that term? A circular letteutddave been
a letter, one of 13 that Paul is going to writéhtese churches in Asia Minor. A circular letterynmat have been
even specific to a church. A circular letter migatre had an open end in which they would haveeplass from
one church to the other.

Now, Ephesians had a lot going for it, and a ladkiof going against it as well. I'm sure many ofiyhave been
there. Pam and | have traveled a little bit anth@es Ephesus is one of the most memorable plaees wver
been. Now get the picture. You have right oveehlibe Aegean Sea, and it is not green. It is.bltie not like
Destin. It is not the Emerald Coast. It is thodoc of blue like I've never really seen beforeadR in the day, the
church had some things going against them. Thas=Nero. He was the Roman leader at that timeharvds
blaming the Christians for the great fire that adtnestroyed Rome. So that would be one striknsigtne



Christians at that time. But then there was atsnespaganism that was going on. The thing thatigreel about
Ephesus is the marble. | mean, everything ..stie®ts ... may | say the toilets ... everything wede of marble.
Marble at Ephesus is like rock is here. So, etémgtwas made of marble. There were like 127 ygillaade in
this Temple of Diana in which they had all kind pagvorship going on. So the Christians at the acfhat
Ephesus had been started probably by Aquila arsdifPai Somewhere this letter would have beentenitater.
Paul had really been in prison during this timehimk of what the apostle Paul did. He was ineeated. He
was in jail, and he made that jail cell his offishere he would pen these letters to the churclokisSe and to
the Phillipians at Phillipi. He is writing thistter (maybe it's a circular letter) but specifigaib the church at
Ephesus. So we are going to see today what iy sgahe of the most hotly and highly debated passad
Scripture anywhere. | was talking to Jim earliéoge son is a pastor. These young guys, theytoayet all
about one side of what we’re going to talk todaguwlod chose us, and He did. Amen? But we &b a
discover today that we cannot and should not afidhed divorce human responsibility from God’s soeignty.
You see it is both and, and the scripture teacb#s b

So, by now you have your Bible, and we are goinlgtour fingers do the walking through the pagel§®
today, and we are just going to kind of walk threlgphesians in a verse-by-verse manner. Now @afdlly the
name of Sir Francis Bacon said this, “Some book&g@be tasted, others to be swallowed, and soméofee
chewed and digested.” This book, the book of Ejingsis going to really set our sails as a chuifgbw, | have
asked you to purchase, Sunday School teacherdptimeMacArthur commentary. John MacArthur saidifm
commentary that it wasn’t until he preached throtighbook of Ephesians did his church really tdke W/ell,
we all know God'’s going to do a great work in tiie bf Surrey Hills. Amen? That is right, andwe just think
that being all together [is important]. We're ggito share with you 20+ messages through this bk we will
end somewhere about Novembel"28Ve will probably be very thankful that we're amftEphesians by then.
But I think you are going to have your socks bldssi as we study through this book.

What we want you to see is that the first threeptdra of the book really talk about our positiorCinrist. The
last three chapters, on the other hand, talk almaupractice in Christ. The first three chaptetk about what we
believe. The last three chapters talk about hovangdo behave.

Ephesians chapter 1. | want to begin by readimgev&8 because this, church, is my prayer for JEphesians
chapter 1:18, “I pray that the eyes of your heay ve enlightened so you may know what is the lodpéis
calling, what are the glorious riches of His inkemce among the saints.” Church, that is my prégreyou. |
heard it in one Sunday School class as | was wglround today. This may well be the longest rars@ntence
in ancient literature. From verse 3 through vd#és nothing but one sentence. | have told ydarbeit was
later when they translated to the Latin, the Vidgdt was a guy by the name of Jerome that st@uéithg
chapters and verses together. So get this piclref you grammarians. This is one long run-entence.

We have, | believe, an outline in your bulletinggd Follow along as we’'ll just have two observatidoday. We
will look at the Biblical background to Ephesiamslahen the believer’s blessings in Ephesians.

Notice in verse 1, “Paul,” you don’t have to waitilithe end of the book to see who wrote it, “postle.” Let's
just start right there. You know, really, histadly there are only 14 of these guys. If anyoraénet to be an
apostle today, you can pretty well write them affoeing a false teacher. Paul was an apostle ed@umet the
criterion of having seen the Lord Jesus Christ.h&cs an apostle of Jesus Christ. Notice whe heriting to,

the saints ... the saints who were there at Ephd3aally, you are going to see in a local sengkdaaints, but
as you keep reading it, there is the larger sea$e sdays, “To the saints and believers in Chestigd at Ephesus.
Grace to you and peace from God our Father anddieeJesus Christ.” So that is the address. G@aae
unmerited favor of God'’s riches at Christ's expenBet on the other hand, mercy or peace is thdymioof



grace. Listen to this beautiful passage in 3 JoBn“l pray that in all things thou mayest prosped be in good
health even as your soul prospers.” So there wéhgebackground. We see the author, Paul. Wtheee
audience, the saints. There are really only twalkiof people in the word. There are ‘saints’ #rede are
‘aint’s.” You are either in or you are out. Yoreaiot a little bit dead. You are either deadlimea I'm not sure
if this is a good one, but you are not somewhah witild. You either are or you are not. You atkex saved or
you are lost. And so, really some people thinkaihts as martyrs who have died in the faith aed they make
these icons. But really if you are a Christian) yoe a saint. Now | know it is hard to think cdriell over here
as a saint, but | want to just tell you in Jesusstipositionally he is a saint. Amen? Now, thappens to be
what I've called today “The Biblical Background.”

| want to take just a second, and | know we domitarthese like we used to and | don’t want to thgmu. Does
anybody have a checkbook today? | know a lotroés we just use debit cards, but seriously | nkeisd Does
anyone have a checkbook? Now, this is a checklaukit is very interesting. As you read all aégh authors
that want to write about Ephesians, the whole lafdkphesians has everything to do with blessir@jsarles
Spurgeon wrote this book about the “Checkbook.’ ewtve read through Ephesians, it is just like wgita
check. When we read about these blessings, wgoarg to talk about 10 blessings straight fromaheckbook
of Almighty God that are ours as a believer. Yantto have your Bible open. We are just goingddind of
verse by verse through here, and then you havegutline and write down what God’s spirit placesyoar
heart.

The first thing | want to talk about as we get itfie blessings of the believer is that word “blegsi Notice in
verse 3 here it stays this, “Blessed be the Godrartioer of our Lord Jesus Christ who has,” theig atgain
“blessed us.” That word comes from a word thatweeld use to use the word “eulogy.” It means ‘&y s
something good about someone else.” This blessaans to speak well. NIV uses “to praise.” It nedo
benefit, to prosper, to give contentment.” Andicemtvhat it says, “in the heavenlies.” “Who hatedsed us
with every spiritual blessing,” there is that wébliessed” three times in one verse, “in the heaesril So here
is the ticket. It is not something temporal. slhiot something material. But the blessings we lireave very little
to do with this. Here is the great word. It does matter what your bank account is. What Godysrg is that
He wants us to have our spiritual bank account e/itareeds to be.

Ten blessings of the believer in this passage. fif$tas found in [verses] 3-6 that we are blesg&ti every
blessing. Let's read it. “Blessed be the God Ratther of our Lord Jesus Christ who has blessadthsevery
spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Jesus €hridl just stop right there to say this. Wevebeen given and
have been granted the blessing, the favor of Godghity. And we have so much, so much to be thdri&fu
Amen? | mean, certainly, all of us have some thithgit we wish were different than they are. Tieagnews
today is wherever you are in Christ ... if you havare month at the end of the money ... if the Rasituation is
not where it is ... you can rest assured that kbesings of God, the favor of God is going to see through.
And so, the real question that we are going toléaidday, “Did God choose us, or did we choose Gddhe real
question is that we cannot take any credit fortflessings that God has given us and for the wiseehthat we
have made in the Father.

Now look in verse 4. We are chosen. Notice whatBible says, “For He chose us in Him before thenflation
of the world to be holy and blameless in His sighsn't it cool that you were chosen not as arwftought.
You were not chosen that somewhere down the lire<aal you are in or out. God chose you before the
foundation of the world. | love what Charles Spong had to say about this. He said this, “God rhasge
chosen me before the foundation of the world, s& &le would not have done so afterward.” | thirkoan all
kind of resonate with Spurgeon in that regard.



Well, during this time in history, Roman law wowgive an adopted child the same rights and privéegiea
naturally-born child. And so when he is going s& these metaphors like adoption and like slaveeyl,they
really got what he was talking about at that tiheok in verse 5. He predestined us to adoptlie
predestined us to be adopted through Jesus Chrrislifh according to His favor and will.” We aresplestined
and adopted. Now, let's get something very cl&se are saved by regeneration. We come to Chhsthwve
receive Jesus Christ and in turn we turn from @s.slt is by grace through faith plus nothingoviNthat is
regeneration. But notice what he says. Adoptioa lieference of our standing that God gave ug. tdim
adopted refers to what God does for His great geofb let's go ahead, and let’s get it out indpen today.
There is a great debate today. We are doing ttause this is the passage we are in, but pastospanding
inordinate amounts of time trying to discover id @od choose you or did you choose God? As aemaftfact,
| had a teenager come up to me and said, “Are yoalanist?” And | said, “Do you know what a Calst is?”
| mean | can’t give you an answer in one easy sente Of course, historically Baptists have haotanl
agreement with John Calvin. But | want to be alauntlg clear. Surrey Hills Baptist Church is onlyinng to
stand for One Name, and that Name is Jesus Ciiiaen? We will not be identified with any reforméiNe
will not be identified solely with anyone other ththe Name and the Person of Jesus Christ by wikcare
saved. So we have One Name and we have One Blelare not going to be singularly identified withyanew
wave of theology or an old wave that has come basknd. The truth of the matter is, we are adopted

Now, election and free will are both taught in 8&ipture. Therefore, both must be true. It isaither or. If
you have to have everything in a little box to halleof your answers figured out, God bless yod,ibjuist does
not work that way. So here itis ... the word gstthation means “to mark off in advance.” Electi® how that
we view salvation looked from God'’s point of viewree will or choice has to do with salvation fréme human
point of view. Both are taught. Both are trueow\ you've heard about the little boy who was asikée had
found Jesus, and he said, “Well, | didn't know hessvost.” The truth of the matter is, we don'tfilesus. God
calls us. You say, “Wait a minute, Preacher. @ael chose to step out of that pew and walk ddve &isle
and pray to receive Christ.” Well, God bless ylout, who gave you that desire to do that? Godtdugh the
Holy Spirit. He quickened and convicted you. HEiere, it is all of God, and the whole teachingaptias to do
with the fact that the whole salvation processisus God’s grace and mercy and not about our chdfoge
start trying to take any credit for salvation, va/é messed up, and we are not giving God all ofliwey that He
deserves. You can't separate the two sides ohtiahy so I'm going to use an old school illuswati Some of
you will identify with this very well. It is kinef like the old train track. A train cannot go omne rail, but it
needs two rails. Both rails are what are goingebus to our destination. There is the rail ofiGmovereignty,
and there is the rail of human responsibility, sogkther those two rails get us to our destinatibne old school
illustration ... | heard this in Sunday School tgdais good. You look up into the door from Gedierspective
and it says, “Before the foundation of the worlthbse you.” And you go through the door, and yamk Iback
up and it says, “Whosoever will may come.” Theg both and. Church, I'm telling you, do not allawyone to
hone in and to get you off the track that we havesponsibility to tell men and women and boys gind about
the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ and not talggacted or distracted by some nuance of theolddpey are
both taught. They are both right.

Well, notice what the Bible says in versus 6 andNét only are we predestined and adopted, butreve a
redeemed. Look in verse 6, “to the praise of Hisigus grace that He favored us with in the Betb¥eWe are
redeemed. Redeemed is the idea of purchasingettitiysfree. In the Old Testament ... and thesmpigewould
have got that. You will see this if you want tatent down, scholars, Leviticus 25:47-52. Therasvthis price
that was paid for slaves. By the way, in Romedhweould have been tons of slaves, so that woulé heally
resonated with this whole teaching. This ransors paid, and God paid our ransom and set us fresv bt



paid, the Bible says, with silver and gold but wvittle precious blood of the Lamb. D.L. Moody hasd $ais
about the subject that we're talking about here.skid this, “The whosoever wills are the electl tre
whosoever won't are the nonelect.” If we spendsardportionate amount of time trying to figure @tio is in
and who is out, then we are missing what God hiéedcas to be about. Six million slaves in Romeimly this
time sold like furniture. They got this picture.

Well, notice in 7b we are redeemed, but we arefalgiven. In Him we have redemption through Hisda and
the forgiveness of our trespasses according taches of His glory. Do you see how many timessh@lking
about riches? About what we have? About ourtsgiticheckbook in Jesus Christ? We are forgivEime word
forgiven means “to be carried away.” They gotpiaure of the day of atonement when the Jews Hadha
priest. They would bring in a couple of goatsdacrifice. One, they would go ahead and slit tinedt, and they
would take that blood, and they would sprinkleoit the atonement of sin. The priest would therfesmthe sin
of Israel. They would take the other goat (impottjethey would take the other goat out into theod® and far,
far away from the sacrificing, and that was catlesl “scapegoat.” The Bible gives us a picturehat in Psalm
103:12 when it says, “as far as the East is fraeittest.” What happened is Jesus took our siresthiat
scapegoat for us, and on the cross He paid fopeualty of sin by giving His life.

Notice in 7b and 8, we are also lavished with grateerse 8, “that He lavished on us all wisdord an
understanding.” Grace--unmerited favor. Mercyisch we do not get what we deserve. So gracegsribed
to us as a lavish gift. We've had some birthdaysur family this month, about four. I just this@metimes that
we just need to lavish those we love. We really Wée need to go over and above. God gave usettyebest.
Hallelujah! Then He took our sins and took them fiar away.

Well ... 8 through 10. Notice the last part ofuBat it says, “with all wisdom and understanditte made
known to us,” circle this word, “the mystery of Hisll, according to His good pleasure that He pkshin Him
for the administration of the days of fulfillmerib-bring everything together in the Messiah, baotkthie heaven
and things on the earth in Him.” Now what is thig/stery of God?” Have you ever wondered--dideem fair?
Did it seem right? Did it seem just in contexttt@®d chose the children of Israel, and He didahaiose other
people? Itis kind of mysterious thing. Now ren@ml told you that Jesus met Saul on that Damasadand
said, “l want you to be my ambassador to the Geqyitdnd | want you to bring them in.” The mystisrgpow
solved. The blood of Jesus Christ is not justlfierselect, chosen people, but it is also for teeties. In
context of what we are saying, God does choosghkuBible says, “Whosoever calls upon the nantbetord
shall be saved.” | believe God's desire is thhtvaluld be saved and come to a knowledge of thel lesus
Christ. That is the mystery. It has been cl&dris mystery means something that was once covgrésl now
revealed, and now we see that the gospel is fayene.

Now notice in verse 10 we have this eternal inaadé. I'll begin in the middle, “... to bring eyéring together
in the Messiah, both things in heaven and thingtherearth.” Verse 11, “In Him, we were also maiike
inheritance.” There is that word, “predestinedaading to the purpose of the One who works outyharg in
the agreement with the decision of His will.” Wigthe purpose of being predestined? That we dvglalrify
God. That is the chief end of all men is to ghpdod, and so we are provided an eternal inhegtafite word
‘inheritance’ means ‘a lot or a portion assignedltiat has to do with salvation, certainly now bigban the
sweet bye and bye as well.

Well ... the peace, the brotherhood, all the weialthurs. God has a spiritual checkbook for usd gen,
believe it or not, we have gotten through 10 oE&éheWe have done it very rapidly. Notice in vek8e“In Him
you also, when you heard the word of truth, thgpgbef your salvation--in Him when you believed-raehere
it is, circle this, “sealed with the promised H@&pirit.” There are many different things in thecimt world.



They used cylinders and they used signets andubey rings to use for sealing, but | remember wely the
first time that | ever received a letter like thid/hen | was in junior high, | had a girlfriend the name of Anita
Tribble. Anita Tribble one time wrote me a lettend it was sweet. On the back of it she hadrédglob. It
kind of looked like Play-Doh. And then she hadsgahis ‘A’ in it for Anita Tribble. So the idga if anyone
had opened up that letter, it would have brokerstda, and everyone would have known what Anithldle was
trying to tell her boyfriend. The fact is, look;s the same principle of the seal of the stonéhertomb. God's
Holy Spirit has become our earnest, our seal, carantee, a foretaste of glory divine. Now thibkuat it. Have
you ever gotten any Holy Ghost pimples? You'rgsig along and then you just--it's like someonergarold
water. Anyone every done that? Well, what hapjetisat is just a foretaste of the glory that we going to
have when we enter into the presence of Jesust@hdday our crowns at His feet. We are goingeve Him,
and we are going to worship Him, and we are goirigléss Him because He is worthy of worship andsHe
worthy of praise. Hallelujah to His Name and th&dd for the guarantee. It is a deposit. Versetid “the
down payment.” The Spirit is our guarantee.

Now, | don’t know if you know Regis Philbin? Head a lot of shows. But the one that most inteceste was
“Who Wants To Be A Millionaire?” I'm like ... deathe in. | don't think there is anything not spigt about
wanting to be a millionaire. How much more coutdiynvest in the Cooperative Program? | mean itld/qust
be a great thing. | mean my tithes would go uptrey Hills ... we could actually get a pulpit theduld not be
too big for little old me. | mean there are jusbtof things that we could do if we had a millidallars. But
spiritually speaking, we are rich in the Lord Je@lisist because we have been blessed. And ibales down to
the fact that He has chosen you. You cannot deaty tYou cannot deny election. You cannot deny
predestination. And because He has chosen gspitriresponsibility to live a life to the praigedahe honor and
the glory of Jesus Christ. Let’s stand for prayer.



