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Take your Bibles and turn to the book of Ephesiai& are going to go back, and we are going to &tok
Ephesians 1:1. | want to give you a little sumnmairwhat has happened here. We take the scriptuse by
verse and word by word, and we just let the HoliyiSgpeak to us. That is what we are going to do.

Last week, we looked at about the first 14 verg&Shapter 1. You can see that it is from Paul. due’'t have to
worry about who the author is. He calls himselfpostle. Only 14 throughout the pages of the Bible otdnis
have ever really been an apostle. He gives tleissbig to them of peace and grace. He says ie 2ef€race to
you and peace from God.” Then, we talked abouhit{@s, 10 blessings. A blessing is somethingweaget
that is unexpected. God blesses us in so many.wWéys can read down here beginning in verse 3.

We talked aboutlection. We talked aboutredestination. We talked abouteewill. So let me just share with
you what our church believes. We believe bothteleand free will are taught in the Bible. Thenef, they
must both be true. Does God know it? Absolutépes God choose us? Absolutely. But at the sanee we
have this ability to make a choice. | find it irgsting that we don’t have any problem believinghe miracle of
the virgin birth. We don’t have any problem beireythat somehow, contrary to nature, Peter gobbttie boat
and walked on the water. We believe that. We tdoewve any problem believing that a man was deddas
raised from the dead. Yet, somehow we get (youdvbave had to have gone to seminary to know tloisijv
but we get discombobulated, and we don’t underdtawdthat God can choose us and elect us and aathe
time we have a free choice in the matter. It ihlamd. It is not either or. That will be theta&of our church.
That is what be believe. If you don’t, God blessiy Hang in here with us.

Now, all throughout these first 14 verses, he tegirtalk about the blessings that we have. I'mesoinded of a
story, a story that was told many years ago whigtl@v took his entire life savings, and he castiéd for a
ticket to get on this boat to go from Europe tolthited States of America. The only problem igyage all his
money for the ticket to get on the boat, and sonateegot on the boat all he had was a piece ofitres he
brought and a piece of cheese. That is a longig@yreven by today’s standards. After a while dread got
stale, and the cheese got moldy. He was comingrtbilhe end of the trip, and he came up to onkeoétewards
on the boat and said, “Please ... I'm starvingdatld. Can you give me something that | can e&t® steward
said, “Well, let me see your ticket.” The stewtardk the man’s ticket and he looked at it and he, $&ir, this
ticket entitles you to every meal that has beeweskon this ship since we left.” It is hard to eqapate
something that you don’t know that you have. Wl is saying to this church through this circlgdter
(remember he is in prison and he’s writing thisdlethat is going to go around to different chughbe is
saying, “Hey, guys. You are blessed. | mean,hyate something to be pumped about. You have samyeiin
be stoked about because God has blessed you imuanal way.” And for that, we say, “To God be ghery!”
We are indeed a blessed people.

This brings us to our text today where we are godngick up in verse 15. We'll go as long as we ttas
morning, and then we’'ll pick it up tonight right ete we leave off. You'll certainly want to be herghere is



nothing more important that we could do than ténbde House of God. We are going to study Godisdw
tonight, and I trust that you will be with us.

Well, the title of our message today is “PrayingFoiends.” Have you ever heard anyone say, “Haypraying
for you. I've got you,” and you wonder if they Hyaare praying for you. Or, have you ever saidey, I'll be
praying about that,” but then you never do. Weehall’been guilty of that. Prayer is somethingd tieatainly is
best performed when we are praying for someoneraething that is outside of our own will. It rerdsime of
the young, single woman who is praying, and shig/isg not to be selfish and she said, “God, pleaseld you
give my mother a son-in-law?” It is best when we ot always just praying for ourselves. It imsthing best
done when we are praying for somebody else antbnourselves. We tend to pray most of the timemvive're
in a bind, when things are bad. | know in our fgrthiat there have been times that we get on oae&mand we
weep as a family. Those are typically during piroes. Interestingly enough, Paul has his officerison, and
he is writing this circular letter to this groupkphesus. Here he is right in the middle of theteand he says,
“Hey. Timeout here just a second.” So he stopsngrthe letter, and he starts praying for thedis prayer is in
kind of a dialogue form here. We see the exanmgi¢his throughout the pages of the Bible. Abralpaayed for
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis 1&ximdus 33, Moses prayed for God to spare the kebre
children. Ezra prayed for the remnant who hadrnetd from the Promised Land in Ezra 10. In LukeJE3us
wept over the city of Jerusalem. Paul was constandying for people. We see in Romans 1:9 tleaivas
constantly praying for others. May | say, the ¢geaministry you could ever have or perform iptay for
someone else. Maybe you can't give a lot. Maylegan't serve a lot. Maybe you can’'t move thdsars that
we move so many times a week, but one thing youlcan you can, certainly, pray.

|. The Purpose of the Prayer (v. 15)

We see here in verse 15 of Ephesians chapter Bjlbheesays, “This is why.” We’'ll just stop rigkitere. Maybe
your version saytherefore or wherefore. That littlethisis why or thattherefore or thatwherefore is referencing
that which has just previously been said. If yall lwok in your Bible, Paul has just told them,dly have been
sealed with the Spirit,” in the previous verse.dAo, “since you have been sealed with the Sfingrefore,
consequently, because] | want to share with youesttrimgs, and | want to begin to pray for you.” Wit is
unlikely to pray right in the middle of a lettehat is what Paul did. These verses we studiedvesk, verses 1
through about 14. Remember, we said 3-14 was angncous, long, ongoing sentence. Here he prgbabl
guotes the longest sentence in ancient literathiey he is going to go into a prayer mode in whiehs praying
for these people.

Anyone remember the name William Randolph HeaWfiffiam Randolph Hearst was one of the most wealthy
men in all of the world in his day. William RangblHearst was a famous art collector. William Raphd
Hearst said to his agent, “l want you to go, amcht you to find this specific piece of art for miére got to
have it.” So, he sent out his agent far and wrderad the world to get this one specific piecertf &fter
several days, the agent came back and Hearst'Baigou have my art? Can you tell me where thecpiis?
Money is not an object. I've got to have this gied art.” The agent looked at William Randolphaki and
said, “Sir, as a matter of fact, you currently aive piece of art that I've been looking for, and 8iat piece of
art has been lying dormant in one of your wareheteeyears.” As it is with the blessings of Gaatldhe gifts
of God and everything God has for us, if we arecaoeful, we will take that which we already hawéjch God
has already purchased for us on Calvary’s crosbywanwill let it lie dormant in some kind of waralse,
spiritually speaking, somewhere. Things like buredant life—it is ours! The peace that passekiradis of
understanding—that is ours! It is a done deahat already been paid for. We don’t have to astk 6 meet



our needs according to His riches in glory thro@ginist Jesus. He has already done that. Hallglupaul is
saying, (and we want to get the message from tBpkesians) “Grab on to what God has already acdsheul
for you and begin to walk in a manner worthy ofrigea child of God.”

A. Good Reports

As we look at praying for others today, there aceaple of observations. The first one is in ve'Seand that is
The Purpose of the Prayer. Now, let's give a teachable moment here. Weslgaven you a bulletin, and then we
have the Power Point or the IMAG up here. It ddesally matter to me whether you write things dowr not.

I only know this ... you tend to remember more Whyou are actively involved in. If you will retamore, then
write it down. We are giving you every possiblepniar you to get what God’s Holy Spirit is sayingytou, so |
say ... write it down! The purpose of the prayewell, he is saying, “You have been sealed, hia previous
verses, and then there are two purposes. Figgt, afotice what he says, “I hear good reportsgtide in verse
15, “This is why, since | heard about your faitfThis is cool. Paul is hearing about all of thelsarches that he
has planted in Asia Minor. We understand thesmmee semblance of accountability because it isgbeported
back to Paul, the church planter, how they aregloifhe language that he uses here is interestioguse he has
used it one other time, if you'll look in 1 Corimdims. That was a group of people that were atl tqm. They
were doing all kinds of terrible things. In refece to the Lord’s Supper, the apostle Paul saidedr that there
are divisions among you, and | partially believe ifeachable moment here. You hear somethingtabou
someone, you need to be careful. You need na tuizk to pass judgment. The apostle Paul saidcé |
heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and youe for all the saints.” If you write in your Bl circle two
words—faith andlove. What has he heard about them? Well, | heardtajwur faith, and | heard about your
love. This is th&ood Report. This is what he has heard about them. He heatdhey have been doing well.
What is Paul saying? He is saying, “Keep up thedgeork.” | heard about a little boy who was prayto God,
and the little boy said, “God, thanks for all yo&'done and keep up the good work.” 1 think th&insl of the
message that Paul was getting across to this griopgople, “You've done good. Now, keep on keeping is
what he is saying to them. Then he mentions twagth very interesting, | think. “l heard abouuydaith.” Go
ahead and write that dowfiajth. Circle that. What do we know about faith? VWiydknow what the Bible tells
us. In Hebrews 11:1, it “is the substance of thihgped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Haiee faith that
God wants to do a great work in our church righizn@e can’t always see it. We don’t always knohatvthe
future is, but we believe God because Hebrews ddy6 what? “But without faith it is impossiblegi@ase Him,
for he who comes to God must believe that He id,that He is a rewarder of those who diligentlyksidan.”

We also know that in Romans that everyone is gavémeasure of faith.” Romans 10:17, tells us tfaith
comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of Gdtete we see Paul saying, “Wow, you Ephesiangat h
about how your faithing things. You'’re believing@for things you are not even seeing. You'retings’

Their theme song might have been, “Trust and obethire is no other way to be happy in Jesusdutist and
obey.” Essentially he is saying, “Hey, keep ongieg on. You're doing well.” This good reportsiys that
you are doing well.

Now unfortunately, in Revelation 2:4, we see thatEphesians didn’t stick with it totally becaugtet on in
Revelation 2:4, the Bible says that they left tlfiest love—the same people. Just because yodang well
once doesn’t mean that you've got your ticket peacttom now on. | want us to see that faith isont@nt, that
prayer is important. Listen to what Martin Luthexd to say about prayer. He said, “He that hadlggat well has
studied well.” Listen to what John Wesley saidpt@oes nothing but in answer to prayer.” The \éati
American prayer warrior David Brainerd said thisldve to go into my cottage where | can spend taiame in
prayer.” Do you? Do you love to pray? Do youdfyourself too busy to pray? There is nothing mmgortant



that we could do than to pray.

B. Good Graces

So, Paul heard good reports, but also he heard graogs as well. He talked about their love ferlthothers.
Here is how it worked. Faith represented the Eilnesattitude to God, and love represented théindé to each
other. You could sayertically andhorizontally. | was trying to teach our grandkids the other alaout
vertically and horizontally and you always know ydeft because the steering wheel is typicallylonleft-hand
side of a car. You know, all of these things @t do—these teachable moments, especially thogeudthat
homeschool. | mean, life is a teachable moment! &as trying to help our grandkids with that just became
abundantly clear to me that children learn by ddggsons. So we are going to have one todayl saal) “I've
heard about,” can you say, “your faith and youeldvin the love, he says this, “love is made up@iv-e.”

This is our teachable moment—four things. Actudllyant to be very clear. A guy by the name oaflds
Lowery wrote this. He said thhive stands for the fact that if we really love somehate are going toisten to
them. Are you a good listener? I'm not. | strieggith this. I'm a good talker. I'm not a goadténer. So if
you want someone to talk to you, come see meoufwant someone to listen to you, go see Doug. ghhod.
That is why we work together. Now, love means jfwat listen. | want to tell you | pray and | trgcal want to
do better. | want to be a better listener. | migmme are times I'm sitting here saying, “Dontkiaunder my
breath, “don’t talk ... don't talk ... don't talk.l go for a few seconds, but if | love someonehtto listen to
them. Secondly, LOthe O means that yoweérlook their faults. He said, “I've heard of ydaith, your
relationship to God. I've heard of your love.” \sois listening. Love is overlooking their faultst finding
faults. Boy, | found this true in our church, mstchurch. People find something fault worthyd &mey’re going
to let you know about it. Let me tell you ... we all trying, OK? We're doing our best. We migjaive
something go awry, but just understand we’'re tryihgve is not fault finding. V—Ilove expresses fhet that
you find the person &luable. They are valuable to you as they arealdduto God. Then,Hf you love someone
you are going to Bcourage them. Paul is saying this, “Hey | hedrbli&your faith, your attitude toward God,
how that you believe the things that aren’t, armhthheard about your love.”

This is an old Bill Gothard definition. Here is athGothard would say about love. He would sayVvé s
meeting needs without expecting anything in retuifhat is Bill Gothard. Meeting needs without exping
anything in return. So, Paul said, “I have hedroua your faith. | have heard about your love,d @ime grace is
here that he talks about, the object of our fdith,object of our love. Listen to the Bible in A&:36, “Therefore
let all the house of Israel know assuredly that Gasl made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both bodl
Christ.” It is Jesus who is Lord. So | really gshis—I want to move on, but I'm having a hard timeving on
here, honestly, because | want to impress uporthaiu think a primary characteristic of someonevgborn
again is that they have a love for people but paldrly those of the household of God. So you $agstor, |
like the church, | just don't like those peopletbpre.” You have a problem. I'm going to tell yieow to find
the problem. Go in your bathroom and look in theen. We must ask God to help us love peoplet No
everyone is as easy to love as some people. ishest to what the Bible says. In 1 John 4:7 isséBeloved, let
us love one another, for love is of God; and eveeythat loves is born of God and knows God. He ddes not
love does not know God, for God is love.” | hawald about your faith, your attitude toward Gode heard
about your love, you attitude toward others. NBm,calling thatThe Purpose of the Prayer.



[1. The Petition of the Prayer (v. 16)

Let me hasten on to share with ythe Petition of the Prayer. Go back, if you would, to verse 16. It says, “I
never stop giving thanks for you as | rememberipamy prayers.” See, he is praying for them. #3Jdalonians
5:18, “in everything give thanks; for this is thédlwf God in Christ Jesus for you.” We are tothankful in
everything—humbly grateful not grumbly hateful.

A. Beginswith Thanksgiving

We see here that the petition begins with thanlksgivl find it interesting that the word “thankis’used some
26 times in Paul’s writings. That has some sigaifice with it. He goes on to say how that gease not. “I
remember you in my prayers. | pray that the GodusfLord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, waiNeé you a
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledgeHif.” He says how that you never stop; you ceaste

B. Continueswith Intercession

It begins with thanksgiving, but it continues wititlercession. The worightercession meango have a meeting.

It means to have a meeting for the purpose of pgafor another. So, here is how it works. Somesnand we
have had this here at our church, we deal withnassi people and we deal with folks in the commuanity so
sometimes they will send someone as an emissarygorbetweener. So they are representing somdsme e
They are coming essentially saying, “I'm intercepon behalf of someone else.” Maybe it is peopés bwn
contiguous land around us or something. Theylilsomeone interceding on behalf of someone &4een
you pray for someone else, you are having a meatidgyou are praying on behalf of somebody elsg.tHat is
what that word means. It continues with intercassn the fact that he says this. Do you see tivases there?
I'min 17, “that God ... would give you a spirit @isdom.” Wisdom s an attitude that has common and
uncommon sense. A lot of people can have commuaseseNow, some people don’'t have any sense. But
common sense is kind of like ... horse sense. jisiknow what is right. What he is talking abouteference
to wisdom here is not just common sense, butihmmon sense. It is supernatural. It is what Gould
have you to do. We see there that this one iglpigahe case for us.

Notice in verse 18 what the Bible has to say. rélythat the eyes of your heart may be enlightesoegbu may
know what is the hope of His calling, what are gk&ious riches of His inheritance among the sdinkée
wanted their eyes to be open. He said, “| wanttgdwave this uncommon ability to have your eyesnop See
this is how we love people. We have our eyes dpevhat God has for them in their life.

I’'m going to give you 3 things, not in your outlinélere is how you have your spiritual eyes open:

1. You must spend time with someone to get to ktiem better. It works two ways. For the church a
Ephesus, Paul wanted to go spend time with thetrhdwas in prison. He is really saying, “I wanuyto have
your spiritual eyes open to God. You must speme tivith God.” Take time to be holy. Are you tagsip to
spend time in the morning with God? Are you tosybbiefore your head hits the pillow? Before yaeatfhit the
floor to take time to be holy?

2. Another way that your eyes can be open is nigtthrough time but through talk. We have a vemyjque
situation here. Do you know our church has reatily two full-time personnel, Debbie and myselb tSe
others, Darrell and Doug and Michelle have a hagpansibility, but they also have full-time joliSo it is very



important to me that every week | talk to thesepbeol just want you to know how it works. Sogey
Wednesday night I'm not in prayer meeting. I'm mieg with Darrell because he has been at workajl dAnd
then every Wednesday afternoon, | meet with MiehelAnd then, on the fly, on the phone, or e-matkat,
Doug and | talk every week. If I'm going to leafd;m going to know these people, | must spendetiwith
them. If we are going to get to know God, we najp&nd time. He said, “I want your eyes to be ogén&our
eyes are only opened to spiritual things by hatiimg, by having talk.

3. Here is the third “T,” by thinking. The Bib&ays, “Think on these things. Whatsoever thingspare,
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever thingggapel. Think on these things.” | really beliefgé are going
to have our eyes opened and we are going to ggtrélyer that Paul was praying for the Ephesiansywst think
on the things of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now, in 17 and 18 he talks about wisdom—that isking the deep things of God. Then, he talks about
revelation—that is knowing something that we caudtl understand on our own. We took our grandkitsrig
the other day. Tried to get the grandson to céiteabit deeper because that is where the fishewnot over on
the bank where the snakes were. We need to gedegp God, and that is to have the revelatio®ot.

Then, in 18 and 19 he talks about the “hope ofddling.” You know, someone has said, “When yoat¢he
end of the rope and you can't cope, you need hoped we do need hope. We need to know that ope li®
built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and rigiteess. That we would dare not trust the sweketase but
wholly lean on Jesus’ name. So, notice this phihase “the hope of your calling.” Someone has Bfgds like

a grindstone. What life really does is it eithands off the rough edges of our life, or it pokshus and helps us
to shine for Jesus Christ. | believe what Pashigng to this church at Ephesus is, “Because of faith, your
attitude to God, because of your love, your attittaothers, you can have the wisdom of God, youheare the
revelation that only comes from God, and you careheur spiritual eyes opened and life will nottjgend you,
but life will polish you that you will be more ¢ image of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.t'sL.etand for
prayer.



