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We are going to recap a little bit. Here is whatdo. We just teach the Bible. It is not impottahat | have to say. It
is very important what this book has to say. Rebtmmn chapter 1, Paul was saying, “I'm an apdstRemember, there
were only a handful of these guys—14 guys that exaly called themselvezpostles. Anyone else that calls themselves
an apostle just really is not. Then he goes dalkoto us about the blessings. We talked aboutlé€sings that we have
as believers, and they are articulated here. Hevang blessed, Ephesians 1:3 says, “with everysgiblessing.” Then
we see the number of times “in Him” is used. Nait Ephesians 1:7, “in Him we have redemptiontseell, “in Him
we were also made His inheritance”; verse 13, ‘im jvhen] .... you heard the word of truth, the geisof your
salvation ... you were sealed.” We see then taat Begins to pray for this group of people thatgoing to receive this
circular letter—this letter that would go out tdfdient churches. Where was Paul’s office attinie? He was in
prison. Who was in charge at this time? It wasoNand Nero was blaming the Christians for the fivat had occurred
in Rome. So Nero was not very happy with the belig at this time. Secondly, there was a lot gigpésm going on.
There was a temple there to Diana. At that tempkye was a lot of ungodliness and things thatilshoot be going on
that were going on. Then, Paul writes a prayartibebegins to pray for them.

In Ephesians 2:1, we see our life before Chridter€ are several words that describe this. In &phe 2:1, it says, “you
were dead” before Christ. “You were dead.” Thergome debate about what really constitutes haygically dead.

Is it when there is no heartbeat? Is it when tieer® brain activity? | will let other people @b what constitutes being
physically dead. Spiritually speaking, we are de&dn we no longer have the capacity to intakdtaplractivity or no
longer have an aptitude for spiritual things odemger have an attitude for spiritual things.

Guilt

The very first thing concerning our past is thatwmere dead, we were disobedient, and we were eeston wrath. Let's
focus on the worduilt. Guilt is representative and emblematic of our past.u“Were dead.” Ephesians 2:2, “the spirit
now working in the disobedient.”

Grace

In Ephesians 2:4, what we see there is the tranditom guilt—from being dead, from the old man—goace. Grace is
the second word tonight. The past waBt. The present igrace. We talked about several things about grace. Wew
are recipients of mercy, in Ephesians 2:5. Thevense 6, we saw that we are resurrected. So wetha life—thezoe
life that we talked about. It is different theios—biology. It is different tharsukay (sp?)—the psychological soul. We
have thezoe life, the abundant life. In John 10:10, Jesud,sdihave come that they may have life, and thattmay



haveit more abundantly.” Supernatural living. We areépints of His mercy. We are resurrected to niéav IWe are
rewarded with Him. So there is the life, the l&ghd the love—that constitutes grace. In the pestvalked in guilt “But
God,” do you see it there in Ephesians 2:4? “BatdG That is the transition that takes place—tittmsing from the
past to the present. “But God.” We transitiormirguilt to grace.

[1l. The Christian’s Future Lies in Christ

Now, we are going to begin in Ephesians 2:7. Moiicverse 7 where it says, “so that in the consiggs.” In the past,
there is guilt. In the present, there is gracat iB the “coming ages,” there is glory. Noticeavthe Bible has to say. In
verse 7, “so that in the coming ages He might disphe immeasurable riches of His grace in [Hisidkiess to us in
Christ Jesus.” | want us to look at the futurehaf Christian. It is not guilt. It is not grac#.is glory. We are going to
look at three great gospel words.

A. Three Great Gospel Words
1. Saved

The first great gospel word that we see here isvitrel saved. Notice what it says in verse 8, “For by grace woe
saved.” | will always tell on myself. When | wag/oungster, | was not raised in the church. lemimer saying to
someone, “Oh, being saved. That's just a BaptisthW And there could not be anything more nahantwhat | said
becauseaved is not a Baptist wordSaved is a Bible word. The first great gospel wordhs tvordsaved.

| want to tell you about this word in Ephesians, 2Br by grace you are saved.” In the New Testamenstruction, the
word saved is in the perfect tense. Here is what this medinis.a completed action that has both continuang
permanent results. God wants to give us this restirthation in Christ, and He reminds us in vertleat we are finally
going home, “He might display the immeasurableeichf His grace in [His] kindness to us in Chreguk. That is
what is promised to us—a new destination. Theiggoof heaven have to do with things like no deathdisease, no
sorrow, no separation, no tears, eternity with destle will see the Father. It is a city beyondhpare.

What we see in this first great gospel word isvtloed saved—perfect tense, completed action that has both @eemt
and continuous results. Itis like this. Let'y saman is shipwrecked and lost in the water. Riftermoment that he is
taken out of the icy water into a life boat, thatmis saved, though it might be hours before s detually touch the
ground for his final destination. We find ourselve that time of being saved but not being in ftratl destination.
Why? This world is not our home. We are just pasthrough. The first great gospel word concegriime future of the
believer in Christ is the worshved.

2. Grace

There is another word, and it actually comes firdEphesians 2:7, “of His grace in [His] kindnessus in Christ Jesus.
8 For by grace you are saved.” The second gremefjoord is the worgrace. You might find it interesting that the
word grace is used 150 times in the New Testament, abouim&stby the apostle Paul. Just in case you haveveo
grasped the acronym or the acrostic that will lyelp remember whajraceis. It is God's Rches A Christ's Expense.
In other words, it is unmerited favor. We get fr@uad something that is utterly undeserved—the fav@od. Aren’t
you glad that God reached down to offer cool wadeyur dry, desperate, depraved, dead soul andi ss# The first



great gospel word for our futuredaved. The second is bgrace.

3. Faith

For the third great gospel word, notice what itsseyEphesians 2:8, “For by grace you are savedigtr faith.” You

may know that the Bible often defines words forlikg faith. You may know that there is a whole chapter giveer ¢&
faith, Hebrews 11. In Hebrews 11:1, it gives us a d&im “Now faith is the substance of things hoged the evidence
of things not seen.” In Hebrews 11:6, it says,t'®ithout faithit isimpossible to pleaddim, for he who comes to God
must believe that He is, atight He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek MirRomans 12:3 tell us to every man is
given “a measure of faith.” Romans 10:17 tellsha “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by thed\ad God.” This

is a great word—this idea &dith.

Notice how quick the apostle Paul says this. hsed, he discusses that there is this gift ofcgrgou are saved through
faith.” But then very quickly, he says, “and that of yourselves.” He wants you to know—yes, woel saved, but it
does not have anything to do with your goodnessgill hever forget this. | saw it. | withessedite time. | saw a man
kind of stroll down the aisle one time thinkingWwas going to give his heart to Christ. | do natlseknow why he was
coming down, but | will tell you that the only w#lyat we come to God is that the Spirit draws disvel ever try to take
any credit for coming to God, we have stolen frood@at which is His. “Every good gift and eveerfect gift is from
above, and comes down from the Father of lightd) whom there is no variation or shadow of turdin@lames 1:17)
You don’t come to God because one day you decmledbu come to God because you have been obediém call of
the Holy Spirit. So very quickly, Paul says, “Qly,the way. It is not on you.” Those are thregagigospel words
concerning the Christian’s future in Christ.

B. Three Great Gospel Works

| want us tonight to talk about not just three gyigeespel words but three great gospel works, ifwdl Let's read it
beginning in Ephesians 2:9, “not from works, sd titaone can boast.” Here is the bottom lineyolfi could do
something to earn your salvation, then you wouléter@od your debtor. If you were saved by beingdgdleen
conversely, you would be lost by being bad. jus like the fact that you had nothing to do watiing born into your
family. When that sperm and that egg came togetheéryou were created, it was something beyond y@hat happens
is God sends down His hand of grace, and we regaduuhand of faith, and the result is that wesaeed. We cannot
take any credit for it ourselves.

1. The Workmanship of the Father

But there are three great gospel works in versed,from works, so that no one can boast.” Lobkexse 10, “For we
are His creation.” It is a good word. It is therd/bara (sp?). We are creategnilo (sp?),out of nothing. It is a very
interesting word. “We are His creation.” Now, iagetthe next word, “For we are His creation—credtethose are two
different words. We are His creation, but thename created for a purpose. That woreated is interesting. It comes
from the same word that we would use for the wamem. It is poema. | don’t know if you have ever written any poetry.
There are different ways to do it. It does notaglerhave to rhyme. There are some beautiful trabgsit poetry. Most
of the time when you write something yourselfsisomething that you feel good about. It is yoastarpiece. When
God at His creation and He created us, we are ¢#mp We are the masterpiece. We are the highestian of



everything that God has created. We see thejiiestt work here is the workmanship of the Fati#e are His
masterpiece. Listen to what the Bible has to sdsalm 19:1, “The heavens declare the glory of, @od the sky
proclaims the work of His hands.” Every mountawery hill, every plain, every ocean, every sedgevgatrees, rocks,
sand, earth, all show forth God'’s creation. ButarmeHis masterpiece.

Yesterday, | saw some friends | had not seen ihiew| pulled out the phone, and | started sorglthrough some
pictures of the grandkids. Because that is justething | am proud of, and | wanted these folksee these pictures.
Imagine how God must feel as we are His childresated by Him, and we are His created masterpiéée are His
poem, if you will. That is the works of the Father

2. The Works Produced by the Saints

There are also some works produced by the sdimfss read in Ephesians 2:9, “not from works, sat tho one can boast.
% For we are His creation—created in Christ Jesugdod works.” The reason that we have been aléstior good
works. Have you ever known anyone who would sajyr faith is not a working faith? | would say thatan invalid

faith. What about someone who says, “Well, | usebave faith, but | don’t have faith right nowSomeone has said it
well, “A faith that fizzles at the finish was faulat the first.” That is not the kind of faith thebelieve God wants us to
have. In fact, it is what the writer of the bodklames calls a dead faith. Faith without worksead. | want you to get
this word here. “It is God's gift-=not from works, so that no one can boast.” Ldokease 10, “For we are His
creation—created in Christ Jesus for good worksc¢hvidod,” look at this word, “prepared ahead ofdimmThis is what

is interesting. That worprepared is the same word that we see in Ephesians 1:5pfel@estined us.” Now here it is.
Did God choose us? Yes! Did God predestine ue8! Yhat is the same word that is in Ephesiang, 2liht we have
beenpredestined for good works. God created you when you werel deal depraved and guilty, and then He lifted you
and He gave you life and He redeemed you for tHained purpose that you might exhibit good worksu are not
doing something supernatural if you serve God. d@udoing what is expected of you as a believ@&hnst. We are
predestined to produce good works.

Many of you have heard of the preacher of yestery2&. Moody. He said it like this, “Faith withbworks is like
putting all your money into a foundation. Worksheiut faith is like building a house on sand.” Ylage both big time
trouble. We see the works produced by the Fatheilzen the works produced by the saints.

3. The Work that God Does In Us and Through Us

There is also the work that God does in and thraugghLet’s read it again. Ephesians 2:10, “ForaneHis creation—
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which Geghgred ahead of time so that we should walk imthéVe are
God’s masterpiece. You know that everybody haifferent temperament. Some people are more dntay dthers.
Have you have ever been around a fine musiciar® p&€bple who are fine musicians, they don't wantso slop
through something. They don’t want to just get Bpomeone who is a real artist wants to do it righbu know the
difference between someone who knows all the cheindsa real musician. A real artist, a real masicor a real writer
all desire to bring their works before others. Néwe been in homes, and a lot of times someoneshollv us some of
their artwork. They are kind of proud of it. Imetsame way, God’s desire is for us to be savedsamtis shining glory,
as His masterpiece, that we might be a trophy efgdace. Our lives become emblematic of the gaadethe mercy of
the Lord Jesus Christ.



You know where many diamonds are mined. They doome Africa, but the number one exporter of diam®iglisrael.

| remember the first time | ever went to a diaméextory. It was in Amsterdam. We went to a diachéerctory there for
the first time. | had never been anyplace like,taad | was kind of excited to watcldiamond in the rough. What you
would see is that a diamond in the rough is roughssomewhat ugly and unusable. Maybe you haveltasout the
Russell Conwell boolkcres of Diamonds. This guy finds one of the biggest diamonds awmorld, and he is using it to
keep his door open. He didn’t understand how @& was. Now listen, a rough and ugly diamorfeew put in the
hands of a master diamond cutter, can be transtbite a tremendous thing of beauty and value. S&mee is true with
us. We are diamonds in the rough before Christ,vemare living in guilt. When we come to Chrigg get His grace.
In the future, we are going to behold His glorye tiory of the only begotten Son of God. The waat tve want to now
begin to prepare what we are going to be in theréuts begin to shine for our Lord Jesus Christalwiv His Holy Spirit
to chisel off the rough edges of our lives anddtigh us up that we might be brilliant, shiningwserts for Our Lord Jesus
Christ, and that we might be the masterpiece folMaster. Let's stand for prayer.



