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Today and tonight we are going to be studying albdwt the Bible has to stay abdtte Christian’s Past, Present, and
Future | do not do this every time, but this morningds impressed that we ought to just read thesevasa body and
see what God has to say to us before we disseaut the

| am in Ephesians 2:1* And you were dead in your trespasses and’smsvhich you previously walked according to
this worldly age, according to the ruler of the aspheric domain, the spirit now working in the disdient.* We too all
previously lived among them in our fleshly desimeying out the inclinations of our flesh andugbts, and by nature
we were children under wrath, as the others wese aBut God, who is abundant in mercy, because ofgriat love
that He had for us,made us alive with the Messiah even though we weael in trespasses. By grace you are sdved!
He also raised us up with Him and seated us with idithe heavens, in Christ Jeslsp that in the coming ages He
might display the immeasurable riches of His giiadélis] kindness to us in Christ Jesfi§or by grace you are saved
through faith, and this is not from yourselvessiGod's gift—9 not from works, so that no one can bodsEor we are
His creation—created in Christ Jesus for good woskéch God prepared ahead of time so that we shwalk in them.”

We are going to see today that this passage dwmedts our position in Christ—where we are and wioare positionally
in our lives and the difference that Christ makBack in the day there was a guy by the name offi@r@ordan, and he
wrote a song that kind of became famous, and itpeasilarized by a guy by the name of BJ ThomasTH&mas sang
this song that was popularized that said, “Whaiffarénce you've made in my life.” That is whatuP& trying to
communicate to the church at Ephesus. Rememligisth circular letter. This is a letter that veast out to all of the
churches in Asia Minor. It began with the Ephesian

In chapter 1, we studied abaléection we studied aboyiredestinationand we studied about théessings of GadNow
we see that Paul is going to say to this grouppbfeSians, “Before Christ you were toast. You vaead. And now the
difference He has made in your lives.” Notice @rse 1, “you were dead.” Do you see thate? We are going to see
today and tonightThe Past, The Present, and The Future of the Belie€So, you see in verse 1, “you were dead.” Now,
look in verse 4, “But God,” He sent us His greatloand in verse 5, “made us alive.” So thatéspgtesent. The past—
“you were dead.” The present—He “made us alivddw look in verse 7, “so that in the coming age¥/hat is that?

The future. The past—you were dead; the present-hgwe been made alive; and the future is thanygtt glorify the
Lord Jesus Christ, and we will pick up on that i

The Christian’s Life Before Christ (v1-3)
A. Before Christ One is Dead. (v1)

The Christian’s life before Christ—you were deddbtice the two words. Do you see them? “You wdead in your,”
what? “In your trespasses and sins.” How manyoofhave ever been out bird hunting, and you seefence it says,
“No Trespassing.” What does that mean? That mgamsre not supposed to go there. What thisisayat we have



gone some places we were not supposed to go. Wettespassed in an area that God would not hatesto do. The
word literally means deviation from the straight and narrovo, you are dead because you have trespassedhave
gone where you should not go. Secondly, you aael decause you have sinned. That vaindedmeango totally miss
the mark | like guns, and | like to go to a target rasgenetimes. Some of them are very cool. You captsland then
you press the button and the target comes badk.nbt know about you, but there have been timasyitife when |
have missed the entire proverbial target. Thaihat it is to sin. We were not just off the bulége a little bit. We were
not just in the second rung of life, but we totatlissed it. So, he said this, “You are dead. d@utoast because you
went where you were not supposed to go and sectediyuse you totally missed the target.” Do yauitse “In your
trespasses and sins” in which you did what? “Prgsly walked” before Christ. He is writing thigtkr to believers, and
so he is saying “beforehand, you went where youwlshoot go, and then you totally missed the mark.

Look again in verse 1, “and you were dead.” Inlgmguage of the New Testament, there are two wordte word

dead Some of you will understand when | give thigyoral word. It isnecros—someone who is physically dead. You
have heard that word or a derivation of that wddgcrosmeans you are physically dead, when you becomeatega
from your body. So if you die, the wod@gathreally meanseparation. It means separation from your body physically.
But there is a second New Testament word that tdiksit being dead spiritually, and that is not wiverare separated
from our body, but that is when we are separateh f6od. Now, notice what he is saying in thistfisrse. “You were
dead”—notnecros but you were dead spiritually that you were tgtaéparated from God. We see the second word is
what he is talking about. The first thing | wastto see idefore Christ we were dead.

| go to the movies sometimes. | go to the moviesyechance | get with our grandkids. The last los@w last week was
Nanny McPhee If you read about what is on at the movies,dlse two genres that are kind of popular right n@ack
in the day there were a lot of Westerns. Therethere like these spaghetti Westerns they madalyy &and then there
were dramas and there were family things, but nigiw the genre has to do with two things—vampires zombies. If
you are kind of old, you will remember this moviet came out a long time ago, when | was youndgad@he Night of
the Living Dead It is about zombies. What is a zombie? A zanibia dead person who is alive. What Paul isgayi
here is that really spiritually before Christ, yware a zombie. He is saying, “You before Christense dead man
walking. You were a zombie.” The movie industegms to be infatuated with that kind of thing, about blood. We
know “without shedding of blood there is no renmosst [Hebrews 9:22] He is saying in verse 1, “yoere dead.”

Notice in your Bible in Ephesians 2:12 what thepare has to say, “at that time you were,” thibédore Christ,
“without the Messiah, excluded from the citizensbipsrael, and foreigners to the covenants ofpttmenise, with no
hope and without God in the world.” Here is trekéit. Before you come to Christ, you have no hdpetry. There is
no hope before Christ, and that is what Paul isgryo communicate.

Over the years, | have done a lot of funeralsaviehworked with a lot of funeral home personnedl s a little bit
unusual. One thing | have noticed is that deagbledwave no feelings. Dead people have no prefeeenDead people
have no appetites. What Paul is trying to getmgido the Ephesians is that you were dead spilytuahd that accounts
for the fact that before Christ no one has a sgiliappetite. They are not hungry for the thing&od. If you have ever
played basketball, and you go out there for that fireek and the coach runs you a lot and you camefand your feet
are all torn up. When you stop and you start @vel over, your feet are just in ribbons. Then gotion something like
“Tough Skin.” You put this spray on your feet. érhyou develop a callus, and then your feet cam aalything. You
could take a needle and put it in your foot andfeel it because you have “Tough Skin.” What haygp® us before
Christ is we become callused to the Holy Spirit] are become insensitive to the things of God bexaweshave sprayed
on the ointment of the world, the “Tough Skin,” amd just become totally insensitive, and that ésglkrson before
Christ.



| read about a letter a little girl wrote to Go#he wrote this:
Dear God,

I just want to know what it is like to die.

Sue

P.S. Ijust want to know, | don't really want ted

The truth is, no one really wants to die, but whinais saying is before Christ you are already deéal are dead in
Christ.

Now where did it begin? In Genesis 2:17, the Bgalgs this, “but you must not eat from the trethefknowledge of
good and evil, for on the day you eat from it, yall certainly die.” So that is where it all begain the beginning. In
the garden. If you look at a verse right below th&Genesis 3:4, what did the serpent say? “Younet surely die.” So
it began by eating, and the serpent did what? |Liguhat is what he did. The Bible says in Johm8Hat the devil is the
“father of lies.” So where is he going to try tetgis? He is going to try to lie to us. You knefat he is going to say?
“God does not love you. You can't be forgiven.efénis no way you can be saved and do the thingsigo If people
knew what you were thinking. You can't really behdld of God the way you act.” The devil will dothing but feed
our minds with lies. Outwardly, we are as dead pest. We are as dead as dirt before Christ. ,Mdwat does the Bible
say? Before Christ, our righteousness is as {fitdgs.” The metaphor and the picture there ipshgs. | do not know
if you have ever seen some greasy shop rags, &yt just dirty and they are filthy and esselytiley are good for
nothing. That is what our righteousness is be@hast. Our life before Christ ... first of all,enare dead.

B. Before Christ One Is Disobedient (v2-3a)

Secondly, before Christ, we are disobedient. Nowbat the Bible has to say beginning in verser2which you
previously walked according to this worldly agec@ling to the ruler of the atmospheric domaindttis the enemy,
“the spirit now working in the disobedient.” So wee dead before Christ, and we are disobedientd€thrist as well.
Every lost sinner is wretched and wayward beforasEhThat is just what he is saying. If you wam to try to placate
and be nice, that is just not the way it is. Rosnactually says that before Christ we are an “eneih@od.” We need to
understand. The old hymn writer had it right, “Ggravery soul by sin oppressed; There’'s mercyar_tird.” Listen to
the Bible, Isaiah 53:6, “We all, like sheep, havag astray, each of us has turned to his own way/ttee LORD has laid
on Him the iniquity of us all.” Here we find outges disobedient. Paul said it like this, “Thentg | want to do, | don’t
do. The things | don’t want to do sometimes | J&dmans 7:15] Does anyone resonate with that&t iElexactly
where we are.

This is an old preacher’s story. Imagine that thithe old west. There was a miner that camethr@down with his mule
and his pack. He has been up in the hills. Heesodown, and then some cowboys come out of thersaldne cowboy
says to another, “Hey, watch this.” And the cowbays to the old miner, “You ever danced in theet®” The miner
says, “Well, no.” And so he gets his six-shootaat pow! pow! pow! and the guy starts jumping beedus is shooting at
his feet and kind of dancing. So they are all kdng uproariously as the miner is dancing in theett About that time
the six-shooter is emptied. The guy is tryingdlmad, and the old miner gets his shotgun out®©phck. Before the guy
can reload his six-shooter, the miner points tlatgin at the cowboy, and he says to the cowboyyéHau ever kissed
a mule?” The cowboy looks at that shotgun, heotseloaded yet, and he said, “No, but I've alwapsted to.” He did
not really have any choice. When we are beforesGhhere is no choice here. We are deprave@revelestined, and
we are disobedient to the Lord Jesus Christ. nktthat kind of speaks for itself. Before Chrigg are dead. Before



Christ, we are disobedient.

C. Before Christ One is Destined for Wrath (v3-4)

Before Christ, we are destined for wrath. Notiteerse 3, “We too all,” here it is in the pastéyously lived among
them in our fleshly desires, carrying out the imations of our flesh and thoughts, and by naturevese children under
wrath.” Do you see that? “Children under wratls6 we are destined for wrath. Today, if you arside of the shed
blood of Jesus Christ, you are under the wrathaif.d do not love this. | do not enjoy preachlikg this. It is just
where we are today. You are not going your wayybu are going the way of the enemy. By the wayat is the most
famous verse in the Bible? John 3:16. We lowe&al that verse in John 3:16, but listen to a ferses below that. John
3:18, “He who believes in Him is not condemned; teitvho does not believe is condemned alreadyusedze has not
believed in the name of the only begotten Son al.Gdt is all about Jesus. It is not about whatturch you love. Itis
not about which pastor you love. It is only about relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ. Do yee it? That is where
we were.

II. The Christian’s New Life in Christ (v. 5-6)

| do not know about you, but | am ready to getafuhat. | do not want to just talk about wherewere, but | want to
talk about where we are in Christ. So | am gomghare with you a couple of the greatest wordkérBible. You are
going to absolutely love this. Go back to Ephesiam our text. In Ephesians 2:4 Paul is talkibgud where we were—
we were dead; we were disobedient; and we werinddsib wrath. Do you see that? Now notice irsget, my Bible
says, “But God.” A couple of the greatest wordghe Bible. You were dead; you were toast; youensezombie; you
were a dead man walking ... But God. Out besideithyour Bible you ought to write “Hallelujah!Keep your eyes on
your scripture because | want to share with youtv@wl did in verse 5, but God “made us alive."vémse 6, but God
“raised us up.” In verse 6b, but God “seated ubk Wim in the heavens.” Listen to the Word. Rom&8r88-39, “For |
am convinced that neither death nor life, neithreyeds nor demonsgegither the present nor the future, nor any powers,
neither height nor depth, nor anything else irceghation, will be able to separate us from the lov&od that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” What we see is that before Chiistare disobedient and we are dead and we atiaatbdbut now in
Christ life is totally different.

A. We are Recipients of Life

Notice what the Bible says in verse 5. What diddddor us? He “made us alive.” In the New Testamthere are 3
words for this wordhlive. The first word idioswhere we get our worbiology, and that is the physical body life. The
second word folife in the New Testament is the wadkay(sp?) which ighe soul—-the mind, the will, and the intellect.
Those are not the words that Paul is referencing Wwaen he says, “you have been made alive.” Tiseaghird word,
zoe which we use for the worzbology That word meanabundant life, supernatural livingPaul is saying, “l| have
made you alive, not physically, not emotionallyt bhave made you alive spiritually in abundanc¥3u have been
made alive with the Messiah, and that is very ggting because the whole mystery of what he isngli&bout to these
people here is that in the Old Testament, the dagaejust for a few people—the children of IsraBut now, you see
the gospel being opened to all folks, to Gentileaul is going to be the ambassador to the Genfilas mystery is being
unveiled that all men through the Messiah have Ipezae alive who were dead in their trespassesiaad s

Now just listen to this verse and the inflectioaréof. Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified v@tirist; it is no longer |



who live, but Christ lives in me; and thie which | now live in the flesh I live by faith imé Son of God, who loved me
and gave Himself for me.” When we died to oursglwee died to sin and to satan and to self. Bunwlie were made
alive, three things happened.

B. We are Resurrected to New Life

We have been recipients of lifezeelife. Extraordinary life. Above-the-circumstarseype life. Verse 6 says not only
have we been recipients of life and mercy, butesérgells us that we have been resurrected tanévislife. Here is how
it works. He gave us life, and He gave us a liftto not know about you, but sometimes we do eeidna handout, but
we need a hand up. We need God to lift us up filtad miry clay that we find ourselves in. Go atieind read in verse
6 with me, “He also raised us up.” That is thauresction. In the New Testament there are 3 peihyaiewere raised
from death to life. There was the widow’s son wWianl been dead just a few hours. Secondly, theseJaieus’ daughter
who had been dead 24 hours. Then, there was Lsaadra had been dead 4 days. | want to ask yoestign. Do you
find that sometimes we get a little bit more pumpéden somebody gets saved who is older in life thlaen a child gets
saved? Don't we kind of do that? So, | want tioyasu the question. Which is more significant roleawise? The one
who had been dead a few hours? The one who haddeeel a few days? Or the one who had been deadr2 They
are all miracles! They are all awesome! In alif 3hese occasions, how were the dead made alive?Bible says,
“Jesus spoke the word.” Hebrews tells us thatbel is life. Not only have we seen that we hagerbraised to new
life—this zoeliving. We have been resurrected to this new &fed it is a miracle of God.

C. We are Rewarded With the Fellowship of ThedBavi

In verse 6b, | want us to see that furthermore awgetbeen rewarded with fellowship from the savidere is how | like
to say it. We have been given the lift. We hagerbrecipients of His mercy. We have been giverrgkurrection. We
have been given life. Furthermore, we have beegndove. Notice in 6b what the Bible says, “sdate with Him in
the heavens, in Christ Jesusso we are with Him. We are rewarded by havirgféllowship of the Savior.

Now, church, we are not just raised to sit, soakl, our. God wants us to be busy about the wotkeof.ord. We have
talked about the believer’s life before Christ—dedepraved, just terrible. Then we have talkediathow God made us
alive. He gave ugoeliving. Tonight we are going to talk about theuite. | just want to bait you a little bit. Notic
what verse 7 has to say, “so that in the coming.agéhis is the blessing of what we are goingawgein the future.
These are famous verses that we are going to sbathht. | suppose we could not go any furthehautt asking you the
guestion. Through the grace of God, have you itianed from being a spiritual zombie, a dead matkimg, to being
alive in Christ? Has there ever been that timeyba have really committed yourself to Christ a&aad, “I'm dying to

my own desires, my own flesh, and | want to liveyfou. | want to be a Christian.” You know whdirStianity is?
Christianity is Christ in me. Today | would askuyoHave you ever trusted Christ as your Savioe?slstand for prayer.



