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John 1:1-5

It was 30 years ago this past week (December 8)panple have been doing some things to rememb#ioit
might remember the name Mark Chapman. He is teendro put two rounds in the back of John Lennon and
ended up killing him. John Lennon was one of thel' Four,” one of thBeatleswho in 1964 came over and
really changed our world as we knew it. John Lenstarted out writing things like “Love Me Do” afidWant
to Hold Your Hand” and very simple, meaningful, égvdovey, somewhat bubblegum-type songs. Then he
transcended into having this utopian view—thahat the world would become a perfect place. It kiad of a
secular humanistic view in which he would write d®like these:

“Imagine there's no heaven
It's easy if you try
No hell below us
Above us only sky
Imagine all the people
Living for today...

Imagine there's no countries
It isn't hard to do
Nothing to kill or die for
And no religion too”

I’'m not really sure that Jesus would have beenstooed by John Lennon’s kind of cynical view of therld—
that the world could become a better place simplg\ueryone being better people. The truth of thdten is that
it does not work that way. We are not going tolmgter and better because there is somethinganwittin us;
there is a tendency toward sin.

We have our granddaughter with us today. She imd®ths old. She has been with us all week, ahdstbeen
exhilaratingly exhausting. There is a reason yaetchildren when you are younger. We have nat r@adly
taught her to say “No.” We have never really taugdr to be defiant. We have never really taughttt disobey
because there is something innate. There is samge#lithin us. There is a tendency. There isappnsity.
There is a proclivity. There is something withiy we are going to sin.

So Jesus came into the world to make a dark wigid, Ito make a sinful world forgiven. For me taagine
there’s no Christmas is horrifying. Today’s pagsegnot your prototypical passage for scriptureGbristmas.
We are not going to talk about angels. We argyowtg to talk about manger scenes or donkeys @ misn or
shepherds. We are going to allow John to put tassome context about what Christmas is reallpladlut. For
me to imagine there is no heaven or to imagineetieeno Christmas would be a terrible thing becavisat |
believe we will find today is that when we undenstavho Jesus is then we will be able to say, “@lvell at
Christmas.”



l. All Is Well With The Person Of Christmas (Jdhh-2)

We are going to read what is an awesome, an unbelie passage of scripture, one of which you arelifar
with. Many of you could probably quote this passagscripture on your own. The context which Jtien
author puts for us at Christmas is about the pess@hristmas.

John 1:1}In the beginning was the Word.f you write in your Bible, you could write out g beside that word
“Jesus.” | am going to show you. Allow your eyegjo all the way down to John 1:1ZFhe Word became flesh
and made his dwelling among usSo when the Bible say4n the beginning was the WordJbok in verse 14,
“The Word became flesh.The Words Jesus.

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word wathvdod, and the Word was GodWho isThe Wor@® Jesus
is The Wordand“the Word was God.” This is the context of Christmas. This is thelaop of what all that we
are entering into is about this year. John ‘H2, was with God in the beginning.Jesus is the only guy older
than his mother. He was with God in the beginniigerefore, we understand the beginning for Jesissnot
Bethlehem. For Jesus, the beginning was the bieginbut His birth was in Bethlehem.

John 1:3;Through him.” Who is Him? The Word. Who isThe Wor@ Jesus. Through Him all things were
made; without Him,"Him beingThe Wor¢ The Wordbeing Jesus; Jesus being Guuhthing was made that has
been madé€’ In Him was life, and that life was the light of adankind.® The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome itAll is well.

We understand in verses 1 and 2 that all is wedirwiie understand the person of Christmas. Thie isuthere
are many distractions. | remember one year ind3s th December, Pam and | went to over 30 Christma
functions. What you will find is if you invite uge will come. Christmas can have with it so marsyrections
like personalities, like presents, like practicéds a matter of fact, you may know this but manyhaf practices
that we involve ourselves with at Christmas ardyeething more than pagan practices that somegvhkmg
the line the Christian church has high-jacked aaderthem their own. We will talk about that attteo time,
but the truth of the matter is there are many disions. So how do we keep the main thing the riaing at
Christmas?

A. He is Eternally God

We notice that the Bible say$n the beginning.” What does that sound like? Genesis 1lt.the beginning.”
What we see from this is that Jesus is in the Im@gin He is eternally God.

There is an interesting word there. John 11 the beginning was the Word, and the Word wals ®idd.” That
word “was” is a word that in its construction ipast tense word that has continuous action. Andeswas God,
but He continues to be God in the present as Wiéle Wordalways was God, and Jesud i Word.

I’'m a sentimental person in some ways. | readdtosy about a mail carrier who had lost his witeaple of
months before Christmas. The mail carrier wasglbis job for the day which was sorting the madtthad to
do with “Dear Santa” letters. He found this “D&anta” letter, and the flap happened to be opehhariooked
inside. Now, this is the same man who had loswifis two months previous. He sees that therétt&anta is
from his daughter—his very own daughter. The rmaitier reads the letter which says this:



Dear Santa,

My Mommy died two months ago, and since then mydydths been crying himself to sleep every night.
He says only eternity will heal him. Santa, woutdl please send a bit of eternity to my dad at
Christmas.

That is exactly what God did. God sent not onbjtaf eternity, but God sent the eternal eterniBternity is
from now and forevermore, and God sent eternithéperson of Jesus.

B. He is Equally God

Jesus is eternally God, but He is also equally Gbdthe beginning was the Word, and the Word wathv@dod,
and the Word was God.1 don’'t hear a lot of people preaching this, bwtint to be definitively clear. | don’t
want there to be any doubt today—Jesus is GodlisJeghe incarnation, the flesh of God. God separt of
Himself. Jesu3he Words God.

There is an interesting phrase thefa the beginning was the Word, and the Word wahwiod, and the Word
was God.” That word “word” in the original language is twerdlogos The wordogosmeansspeeclor
reasoningor explanation. That is who Jesus is. Jesus becomes the vistbiession of the invisible thought.
Jesus ig’he Wordthat was God. The Bible says in John & was with God.” That word “with” means face
to face. He, Jesus, is face to face. He is God.

C. He is Essentially God

Jesus is eternally God; He is equally God; bubfnore He is essentially God. The Bible ségsd the Word
was God.” This passage of scripture is the clearest exjoress the deity (the fact that Jesus is God) oftlaimg
that we have in Holy Scripture. This is an unballde passage. It tells us the significance ottiess; He was
God. It tells us the significance of Him being teea He was God. It tells us the significancehef tesurrection;
Jesus is God.

I think when we get the context of the seasongpitit be more than some cheesy thing of wearing éhait says,
“Jesus is the Reason for the Season.” But weunderstand that indeed Jesus is the essence. tieagernal.
He is everything about the season. He is God.

In Luke 2:11, which is the typical traditional Cétrnas passage, the Bible sd¥ymr unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the ddr The wordChrist means “savior.” He is the Savior. He is
the Messiah.

Historically at this time, those in the Middle Eastre expecting a Messiah to come. It is called'Messianic
Expectation.” But they had in their mind that Messiah would come in some military fashion. Heauldde
kicking people and taking names, and He would kaisymilitary genre that they had in their mindsstead,
how did Christ come? He didn’t come on a whiteskdn military fashion. What did He come ridingom? A
beast of burden, a donkey at that Passover cel@ratvhat we see here is that Jesus came asaxisgféervant,
and it really blew their minds.



[l. All Is Well With The Power Of Christmas (Johi)

All is well at Christmas when we understand inddedperson of Christmas is Jesus. But all is vigithermore,
when we understand the power of Christ. Noticetwl@Bible says in John 1:3hrough him all things were
made.” This is the power.

If you were to ask someone on the street, “Whttéanost significant miracle that God has perforttiewvell,
someone might indeed say, “Creation ex nihilo."aflimeans “out of nothing.” Someone else might Sakell,
the greatest expression of God’s power has todesurrection because God made something deathbeco
alive—by the way, never to die again. But | sugdgesyou today that when God allowed deity to bepad in
humanity, that may well be the greatest feat thiat@od the Father ever created. Listen to whaBibke has to
say about this. In Philippians 2:58) your relationships with one another, have ttaar®e mindset as Christ
Jesus® Who, being in very nature God, did not consideradity with God something to be used to his own
advantage? rather, he made himself nothing by taking the vertyire of a servant."God took on the form of
man. This is the context. If we don’t get thisssege, all of the angel messages and all of th#hehe messages
and all of the wise men messages won’'t mean anytimifess we understand the significance of thay bdio

lay in the manger. The Christ child was God. #ithe very maker of creation. Someone has sadtHe is the
glue of the galaxies.” He holds it all togethdesus came that dead men may live, and the lessoatiGod is in
control even at Christmas.

It is frenetic this time of the year. | don’t gielke | wish | did. | did some things this yeartibecause | wanted
to be out on Black Friday but because | was awakeanted to see if they really had any of theses Théy had
been advertising, and lo and behold they did. Tiay8; | was number 12 in line. | didn’t get awiEV this
year, but | was out by myself. It was amazingfoenetic it was. | don’t know that anyone was Kiirg about
the Christ child. | don’t know that anyone wasing about God coming in the flesh. | think tivegre
possessed by all the surroundings and the accoertsrof Christmas, and it is easy for us to do, iBait it? It is
kind of easy to get caught up in everything.

lll. All Is Well With The Purpose of Christmas

| want to share with you today that all is well whe&e understand the person of Christmas. All it wieen we
understand the power of Christmas; He created #vagy But also, all is well when we understane plurpose
of Christmas. Why in the world would the God dfakation send Himself to become one of us? Wttty
would God do that? | think it is a very good qimstbut the answer is pretty clear, and it is ibimEphesians
2:1-2. Listen to the Biblg,*And you hath he quickened, who were dead in tregsasnd sins®Wherein in time
past ye walked according to the course of this edy@tcording to the prince of the power of the Hig spirit
that now worketh in the children of disobediencén’other words, we blew it. And we became whatBible
calls an enemy of God. So, God sent Himself.

We used to live in northwest Arkansas. Have yaer é&een to a chicken farm? We lived right nex thicken
house. One time this guy asked me to go to Tyadnaatch how they process them. They do diffetieings to
take care of it. It reminded me of a story of dagldy who is going to show junior how things re&l§ppen with
the chicken. So he takes junior out, and he gbtg ax. He lays the bird down on the stump, amduts his
head off. And that chicken is running around amthing in circles, and junior says to daddy, “Lobiaddy!
That chicken is running around, and he does nat &mew he is dead!” The truth is that there arepbetoday
who are spiritually dead, spiritually separatedrfrimeir head, spiritually separated from God. Taeyrunning
around, thinking they are alive, but they are gegfliritually dead. That is why Jesus came.



The Bible says that He came to bring light into dlaekness. Historically at this time there wasraer-
testamental time between the Old Testament anNelaeTestament, and there was really no scriptuirggbe
written. It was called spiritually “The Dark Agéslt was a very dark time spiritually. When théR says that
Jesus came to be light, He was that shaft of lighta dark world. It was very significant. Nait says in John
1:7,“He came as a witness to testify concerning thgittij so that through him all might believeSo John is
testifying of the fact that Jesus is the Lightlo# tvorld.

| share with you today that real life is more tleating and taking breath and loving, but realisféound in
knowing God through His Son, Jesus Christ.

Listen to John 8:12When Jesus spoke again to the people, he saidnithe light of the world. Whoever
follows me will never walk in darkness, but wilvieahe light of life.” It all began witH'Let there be light.”
(Genesis 1:3) It comes full circle.

The story is told of a fellow who was inebriatdde was down on his hands and knees, and he waisdpfuok
his wallet. A buddy came up to him and said, “Well me help you.” So the buddy gets down orktiees and
says, “What are we looking for?” The man says, ‘"&/®oking for my wallet.” And the guy says tcetlrunk,
“Is this where you dropped it?” The man says, “Ndropped it over there, but there is not a ligher there.”
The truth of the matter is, this season, this yi#ws,day, there are going to be people lookinglierlight. They
are going to be gravitationally pulled to the Ligithe world. They are not going to be pulledyoyr presents
or even your poinsettias or by trees or by trimrmajrigut they are going to be pulled to someone vas h
something different in their life, someone who Basus Christ. Jesus s&ifind I, when | am lifted up from the
earth, will draw all people to myself(John 12:32)

This year, | want you to be able to say, “All islW@ecause | know the person of Christmas. | teavéal
relationship with Jesus Christ. All is well besau have experienced the power of Christmas bybavsaving
relationship with Jesus Christ. All is well becaudave experienced the ultimate purpose of Ghastand that
is that we might see the Light.”



